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Tue report of the Victorian Association of Spiritualists 
which appears in another column, indicates that that 
body has not been idle during the past year, though 
untoward circumstances, against which they could not 


provide, have somewhat interfered with the fulfilment of 


their mission, Wanting a Spiritualistic lecturer to fill 
their platform until such time as Mr. Denton completed 
his New Zealand tour, and being advised that Mr. 
Walker was desirous of returning to Victoria, where he 
had lectured for them as a trance-medium in 1879, a 
telegram was sent to him at the “Cape,” inviting him 
to come on. He immediately responded, expressing his 


delight at the prospect of returning to his old field of 


labour, and promising to leave by first mail after his 
letter. The committee of the V. A. S. had no intima- 
tion of any change of views on the part of Mr. Walker, 


nor did he enlighten them on his arrival He was 


received as a Spiritualist, spoke and lectured as such 
and in a letter to the Age, in defence of Mrs. Foye, 
published in November last, spoke of Spiritualism as 
*a complete induction, because it harmonises with every 
fact in the universe!” 


It is not to be wondered at that under these circum- 
stances the committee were unprepared for Mr. Walker's 
rapid change of front, and that their arrangements were 
somewhat disordered by his coup d’ etat; they were, 
however, equal to the occasion, and immediately ar- 
ranged with Mr. Denton to come on as early as possible, 
securing for him the best house obtainable, and organis- 
ing an excellent choir for the Sunday services. Cor- 
Tespondence was opened with some of the best and most 
trustworthy speakers in America and England, and 
Arrangements are being made for a sequence of them to 
follow Mr. Denton; meantime, that gentleman is ex- 
Pounding; religion, science, and philosophy with such 


power and eloquence as has rarely been equalled in this 
city, to audiences which fill the house from floor to 
ceiling. By this means rational Spiritualism and re- 
ligious Freethought, which are the propaganda of the 
Association, are kept before the public of the metropolis 
until such time as an influx of speakers will enable them 
to extend their operations. 

Another work of the Association is the encourage- 
ment of reliable mediums, capable of giving evidence of 
the phenomenal facts which form the groundwork of 
the Spiritual Philosophy. This is a most delicate and 
difficult task, the materialistic tendency of the age, and 
the orthodox interpretation of revealed religion, being 
both opposed to a belief in the power of disembodied 
spirits to produce physical phenomena in the present 
day, still it is an essential to many minds, and although 
this powerful prejudice and determined disbelief of the 
multitude make the work anything but inviting, there 
are some courageous enough to brave the sneers and 
suspicions of the many, for the benettt of the few earnest 
truth-seekers who are capable of Approaching the matter 
in a philosophical spirit, and judging it by the evidence 
of their own senses, The only mediums that the 
Association has been enabled to bring under notice and 
utilise for the advancement of psychic facts, during the 
past twelve months, are Mrs. Ada Foye and Mr. George 
Spriggs; the former, by her exceptional powers, which 
enable her to meet large audiences, forced conviction 
upon the minds of numbers of intelligent persons during 
her brief visit here; the latter, from the delicate con- 
ditions necessary for the evolution of the wonderful 
phenomena which pertain to his mediumship, is only 
accessible to a few; nevertheless, during the past 
twelve months, about one hundred and fifty persons, 
from this and the neighbouring colonies, have been wit- 
nesses of it; the large majority (even with the limited 
experience of a single sitting) having seen enough to 
satisfy themselves of the genuineness of the phenomena, 
whilst the testimony of the committee published from 
time to time in this paper, and summarised in the July 
number, gives solidity to the separate experiences of 
individuals. This phase of the phenomena, however, is 
not one adapted to those on the first steps of investi- 
gation; it is too foreign to the general conceptions of 


2304 


matter and spirit to meot with ready acceptance by even 
the honest sceptic, who can easier doubt the reliability 
of his own senses than accept the Spiritual solution of 
the phenomens. What is most wanted is a “ teat 
medium,” and failing Mrs.Foye's being able to come again 
within a reasonable time, other reliable mediums of this 
class will be invited, (one already having been written to) 
with the view of meeting the public demand for proofs of 
spirit intercourse with the world. At present the whole 
income of the Association is consumed in maintaining 
the lecture platform and reading-room, but as soon as 
sufficient funds are available, the printing press will be 
called into requisition, and the propaganda augmented 
by the diffusion of tracts and leaflets, giving information 
on, and correcting popular errors with regard to, Spiritu- 
nalism. To meet present requirements in this direction, 
the secretary has beon authorised to distribute to en- 
quirers some thousands of Spiritualistic newspapers, 
comprising files of the leading English and American 
journals of the past fow years. In view of the work 
the Association has done, is doing, and promises to do, 
we think it is entitled to a larger measure of support 
from those in harmony with ite principles, and, for that 
reason, take the present opportunity to bring ite claims 
before our country readers, who are not so cognisant of 
the influence it is exerting in the advancement of 
Spiritual truths and purposes. Country friends who 
do not require to use thé lending library may obtain all 
other privileges of memberskip by payment of a minimum 
subscription of 10/ per annum, with the kuowledge that 
their subscriptions will be utilised in the diffusion of 
Light on those subjects which they, as rational Spiritu- 
slists, deem to be of great advaatage to humanity, 
thereby strengthening the Society and helping forward 
the car of progress, which sometimes drage for want of 
lubrication. This is a duty incumbent upon all who have 
tasted the sweets of Spiritual communion, and rejoiced 
in the absolute knowledge of an after-life. There are 
sins of omission as woll ns commission, and although we 
have no devil to frighten sinners with, and would rather 
,rely upon their doing right for right's sake, they may 
rest assured that their sins will, sooner or later, find 
them out‘and cause at least regret for unfulfilled duties 
in this life. 


THE RELIGION OF TRUTH. 


` Panar VII. 


By H. J. Browse. 


In submitting for the consideration of others the fol- 
lowing brief summary of what I have learned, either 
directh or indirectly, through Spirit-communion, I may 
3 Md it is not claimed to be infallible, but merely as 
embodying those views which, after careful study and 
earnest consideration, ap to me to be reasonable 
„and true. Doubtless, to those who from childhood have 
been accustomed to hear only the popular religious 
‘opinions expounded and extolled, many of the views ex- 
pressed herein will seem utopian. It should be borne 
in mind, however, that every newly learnt truth appears 
strange at first, and that wo sbould, as Tyndall observes, 
'* have but one desire, to know the truth—but one fear 
sto believe a lie.” Ali statements, including those herein 
set forth, should therefore be passed through the sieve 
- of reason, and only “ whatsoever things are trae, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure" should be retained, all 
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else being rejected as unworthy of acceptanze. Religious 
convictions must, with all who sre honest, chan, ats 
advancing knowledge, and error, which is transient, in 
time give place to truth, which is eternal. All the 
reformers of the past have been freethinkers, and have 
been looked pe as infidels by the orthodox ot their 
day because they did not endorse the current popular 
opinions in regard to religion. It is, in fact, to free- 

inkers that the world is indebted for ita advancement. 

The popular notions of our day regarding the life to 
come are as vague as they are false and irrational. Man; 
unreasonably imagine that on entrance into Spirit.li 
if the religious opinions entertained by them are wroi 
they will be immediately changed; but views whi 
haye been cherished for a lifetime, however absurd they 
may be, ate not so easily got rid of, they, in fact, be- 
come part and parcel of ourselves. In corroboration of 
this we have only to consider the difficulty experienced 
in this life in uolearning erroneous ideas which have 
been instilled into our minds from infancy, even after 
their irrationality has been pog! pointed out to us. 
It is the same in the infler life, for the death-change 
does not immediately alter our views or character, and 
thus transform us into other individuals, it only alters 
our condition. It does not suddenly convert the 
Atheist into a Deist any more than it converts a Roman 
Catholic into a Protestant or a Superstitioniat into a 
Rationalist. Most people also foolishly expect on 
waking up ín the inner-life to see the Infinite, and on 
finding their ideas concerning the spirit-world not 
realised they feel greatly disappointed. Many, on this 
account, come to the conclusion that they are merely in 
an intermediate state, and that before their anticipations 
ean be realised they will have to wait until a 
trumpet is sounded and a general assize court is held, 
being totally oblivious of the fact that if frail humanity 
were to be tried by the standard of Infinite Perfection, 
not a single soul would escape condemnation, for “ there 
is none good but One, that is God.” 

As tbe law of gravitation prevails in the ne 
world, so does the law of affinfty in the spiritual world. 
Everyone, therefore, on entering apirit-life is attracted 
to spirits who hold similar viows to themselves; conse- 
quently, those who are wedded to any particular form of 
belief join those spirits who still adhere to the religious 
denomination to which they were allied when in the 
body, and continue therein until their eyes are opened 
through their using their reasoning faculties and 
becoming more enlightened. In this way, strange as it 
may appear to those who learn it for the first time, 
the various religious sects of Barth are perpetuated in 
the Spirit-world, in the lower spheres of which there 
exist as great diversities of opinion as with us. There, 
as here, in order to ascertain the truth in regard to 
spiritual matters, as in all else, each individual has to 
exercise that divine faculty of reason with which he is 
endowed, and there, as here, until he does so he remains 
a erede qghnr a qim ich all the 
more advan in spiritual know! are agreed. 
Truth in itself is absolute, but, in the inner life as well 
as in this, man's conception of it is, and always will 
be, relative and progressive. So soon, however, as 
the spirit of man, whether embodied or disembodied 
listens to the voice of reason, which is the voice of God 
within, he begins to atrive after that which is true and 
right, in place of the error which, in ignorance, he has 
been worshipping under the name of truth, and in this 
way alone can spiritual light be obtained. The trae 
scientist, whether in the physical or spiritual domain of 
knowledge, follows truth wheresoever it leads, ir- 
Me eg of popular opinion or assumed divine 
authority, for he knows that faith must orata give 

lace to ario. dogma to logie, and prejudice to 
acts. Ho therefore counts all else than truth as 
dross to be cast aside, being not only worthless, but in- 
jurious. 

The Universe is dual, comprehending as it does all 
things, both in the physical and spiritual worlds, which 
we term organic inorgaaie, animate and inanimate. 
The two worlds are not far apart as falsely taught, for 
they interblend. Nature is not confined to the physical 
world as erroneously supposed, it is infinite and uni- 
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thereto by a magnetic tie. Should this, howerer, from 


versal. Matter, whether as purse or spiritual, is 
any cause be severed, the death of the body would ensue. 


essentially aes. e there! aah pee — all the 
varied forms and phenomena of nature without being | At the death of the lower animals, owing to their being 
operated opin by a higher force and intelligence to the | only partially individualised, their opurls-counterpant 
matter itself, and the cause must be adequate to the | becomes merely so much epirit-matter or life-essence 
result, It is true that matter is not to be found in an | which, in time, is reabsorbed into other forms of life. 
inactive state, but it does not follow from this that force | In rare instances, however, animals on which human 
is an attribute of matter, any more than that life is an | affection has been strongly set appear to have a tem- 
attribute <u because the latter is always rary spirit existence after the death of their physical 
associated with life. The way in which atoms unite to Talis. 
form molecules demonstrates that they are influenced 
by an intelligent though invisible directive Power, and 
the stupendous phenomena witnessed both in the 
hyeical and spiritual worlds testify of an ever-present 
ivine mind working in and through all things. It is 
impossible, however, for man or angel, who are both 
finite, to comprehend or define the Infinite, but even 
when in this, the physical or rudimentary stage of 
existence, we can form a general qualitive though not a 
uantitive conception of the great Eternal Cause from 
the innumerable evidences of intelligent force manifested 
in all things within our observation. It is therefore 
evident to all unprejudiced students of nature that an 
indwelling mind accomplishes all things by a perfection 
of system, and that everything is being developed by an 
absolute law of evolution from a lower to a higher con- 
dition. It is also obvious that all objects are arranged on 
the law of unity and formed on the universal law of pro- 
gressive development, whereby endless abd new varieties 
of life are constantly being evolved ; consequently the ex- 
istence of an intelligent influence, operating unceasingly 
according to law, is thereby proved. is supreme 
permeating and animating Power—the Life of all lives, 
the Soul of all souls, the Source of all intelligence, the 
Fountain of all love, the Potency of all matter manifest- 
ing consciousness everywhere, the Infinite and ever- 
present Cause, is unity as comprehending all things and 
multiform as being in all things. The universal and 
ceaseless Effect is termed nature, Matter, which is the 
medium acted on, is controlled by the Infinite breathing 
through nature's laws. Will-power is the all-pervading 
force in the dual universe, and magnetism is the con- 
necting link or bridge which unites the spiritual and 
physical worlds, 

As on Earth so in the spirit-world God is alone 
known through His works, but in the latter these 
are more clearly ne than in the former, 
the spiritual vision being clearer and more expansive 
than the physical jua ge The law of cause and 
effect is continuous and universal so also are the 
love and mercy of God. The spirit-world, although 
it differs in conditions and is superior to the phy- 
sical, is equally natural, being as much within ti 

ere of universal nature as is the physical world 

any of the laws which appertain to the spirit-world 


Man is a microcosm, or an epitome of the Universe, 
representing in himself both the physical and spiritual 
worlds. He, like the universe, is governed by an in- 
dwelling mind, only in him the directing conscious in- 
telligence is finite, whereas that in the universe is in- 
finite, “The finite postulates the Infinite" As in 
the universe the spiritual and physical inter5lend, so do 
they in man, witbin whose complex being the various 
forces of the dual universe are represented, and in whom 
are all the substances and elements that exist exterior 
to him. Every physical organ in man has its spirit- 
counterpart or corresponding spiritual organ. an's 
spiritual form is a fac-simile of his physical body, only 
it is slightly less in size. The latter is com of 

matter and is temporal, the former consists of 
etherealised matter, and is undying, owing to the divine 
spark within by which it is vivified. As the fruit is the 
ultimate of the tree and contains the germ of future 
life, so man is the ultimate of matter and possesses the 
germ of angelic life which nothing can extinguisb, for 
an unquenchable spark of divinity dwells in every 
human being. This divine essence or soul in man may 
be compared to a flame which shines through the spirit- 
ual nature of everyone according as they cultivate their 
better part. And again, this spiritual nature of man is 
reflected through his outward or physical form according 
as he subdues his animal propensities and thereby 
causes them to be under subjection to his higber or 
spiritual nature, x 3 

Man's physical body is but the chrysalistic shell or 
the tem scaffolding necessary for the develop- 
ment of his spiritual organism during. his schooling on 
the mundane plane of existence, preparatory to his 
graduating iu the great spiritual university of the 
spheres. His physical organs are but the instruments 
through which, whilst embodied, his spiritual organs 
act. The latter, although they are invisible to the eye, 
constitute the real man, “for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal" If, as every one who has given the 
subject the slightest consideration must admit, man's 
outward frame is "fearfully and wonderfully made," 
how much more so must be the spiritual organism 
which, throughout the various stages of earth-life, 
stamps with his individuality the constantly changing 
fleshly body ? : 

Divine Le is uniform, but it has two phases, 
viz, the pbysical and spiritual, both of which are 
natural. The spiritual organism of man is as natural 
as is his physical body, for if not natural it must be un- 
natural, consequently not of God. Mundane and 
supermundane, sensuous and supersensuous, physical 
on spiritual, include all things that exist, therefore 
nothing can be supernatural, for nature, which is the 
manifestation of God, is infinite. 

Man, when on the mundane plane of ife, is simply 


be 
physical by fire or by the will power of a spirit. 
an incarnated spirit destined to progress through ever 


e 
By tbe natural law of attraction the spirit of man at the 
retains the counterpart ofthe clothes he 
bas been accustomed to wear, these baving thereby 


become saturated with his etism. This severance . t 
i unconscious]; pirit. jects which | is necessary to the evelopment of man's physical body, 
here had their em Me t M ode so spirit cannot be developed without passing throu 


: sp terpart 
distinguished by the physical eyesight from those i 
their spiri attached. is | death take and death is for the 
CAE apii ove put iie M | essiipsames and Loren of life. Physical death is 
not the extinction, but rather the continuation of - 
for nothing is lost in the transformation but the 
busk or necessary for the development of the 


pom eri eoe e be pe n mq spirit whilst it remains on the physical plane of exist- 


spirit of mam at tbe denth-change absorbe all the | spirit 
Viel vhs Qs ia secompiabod tha chr comonees "Reset thing oe death 
to decay. In some even when in this life, man's Is life from the chains 


cases, = ns 
spirit can leave the body for a time, but it is connected That have so long enthralled, 
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Man is endowed, in a finite de, with the divine 
faculty of reason and the power, to a limited extent, to 
act asa free agent to choose between the suggestions 
of his selfiah rature and the promptings of his better 
part. He can either oe bis spiritual nature so 
ns to have the mastery over his animal propensities, or 
he can ignore it and thereby become more brutish thau 
the beasts of the field. (Examples of the latter class are 
unfortnnately too numerous in our midst notwithstand- 
ing our boasted civilisation ) Mankind, in fact, consists 
ola irite corporeally enshrined, or temporally clothed 
in flesb, varying in dordepuenl from the dark spirit of 
eriminal habits and tastes to the bright angel of un- 
selfish love. 

At the outset of lifo man is dependent on pre-natal 
circumstances for his animal body, or the house he lives 
in as it has been termed. In consequence of this some 
start life under r disadvantages and have far more 
to battle with during earth-life than others, o to 
their having to strive against inating passions 
inherited from their ancestors. Man's schooling and 
surroundings afterwards exercise a great influence on 
bis spi itusl ¢ development. Kach individual differs from 
another phrenologically and in the possession of various 
natural gifts, but everyone (except in the case of 
lunatics: the powor within himself to cultivate his 
higher faculties, and thus, in time, to greatly ameliorate 


his original phrenologieal defects. This is a well known 
fact to sedg who have studied phrenology. One man, 
for instance, may cultivate his intell and spiritual 


faculties, whilst another, originally his superior phreno- 
logically, allows them to lie dormant. In this way the 
man who was less gifted of the two at the outset ^ 
in time, s the one who was naturally more highly 
endowed. therefore, to a certain extent 
the power to form his own character. Habits form our 
character, and character our individuality. The rei, 
of law not being confined to this world alone our indi. 
vidual responsibility remains intact in the inner-life, and 
our aspirations, our affections, our idiosyncracies, our 
characters, are unaffected by the change called death. 
Thus the shaping of our future lies, in a great measure, 
bands, our will being the chief arbiter of our 
destinies. Our individuality being continuous in spirit- 
is equall for us when disembodied to 
ead habits of thought and action, which have been 
indulged in for a lifetime, as it is in this life ; therefore, 
no elevated taste is cultivated here in vain, and nothin, 
learned here, or experience gained, is lost. Intellect 
pere commences in the body or first individuality. 
e mind and memory appertaining as they do to the 
spirit, and not to the animal body, become more virified 
on our awakening in the life to come ; uently we 
creaté our own surroundings on entrance into spirit-life 
by our thoughts and mode of life on . The 
higher man rises in the scale of moral worth and intel- 
ne the more God-like he becomes. His interest in 
b the world, does not, however, immediately 
cease witk the change termed death. 


We are not responsible for the religious views of our 
childhood, for these depend antitel on the circum- 
stances of our birth or the friends by whom we were 
, over neither of which had we any control, but as 
soon as we arrive at that when we can fully and 
freely exercise our reasoning faculties we become 
responsible for our every word and action. Man is re- 
sponsible to himself alone, to the God-principle within 
him, and not, as is generally supposed, to an outside 
. We can no more sin against the Infinite than 
we can injure the Sun in the heavens, we can only sin 
against ourselves. It is true we may injure our neigh- 
bour temporarily, but the injury eventually recoils 
against ourselves, where it remains until we bave made 
full compensation therefor, our only recording angel 
an undying memory, our only avenging angel an 
conscience. ever consciousness of a wrong 
committed is quite enough hell to fear without the 
addition of a personal Devil with brimstone flames and 
the everlasting frowns of an angry Deity. Ev 
cherished thought and action Sen lives on mh 
are indelibly on our quatum and are 
apparent, not only to ourselves, but to all we come in 


contact with in spirit-life. Even whilst we are in the 
body our every thought is open to those in the inner- 
life; consequently, "there is ape covered that shall 
not be revealed, neither hid that shall not be known." 
These facts may not be pleasant to contem bat 
nevertheless are and therefore it is thet 
they should be known by all As the microscope bas 
revealed a world in our midst before unknown, so in like 
manner does our spiritual vision on ite becoming opened 
reveal to us the great unseen world by which we havo 
all along been surrounded. Seeing, therefore, that we 
are com about with so great cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every folly, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run circumepectly, the raco 
that is set before us, with Love as our motto and Truth 
as our guide. 


“Some men there are (I have known auch) who think 
That the two worlds—the seen and the unseen— 


Bare for the purpose of common speech." 


* The spiritual world 
Lies all about us, and its avenues 


THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUALISM, 


Tuts forthcoming work on “Spiritualism,” by Mr. 
W. u. C. Denovan, of Sandhurst, is beginning to be 
looked forward to with considerable interest by Spiritu- 
alists and Freethinkers. Te is aporia to be ready for 
publication about Christinas, and will be a very largo 
volume of between 600 and 700 pages. It will consist of 
lectures and addresses by the author, and a voluminous 
record of the leading Spiritual phenomena classified, 

thered from all reliable sources in England, America, 
Australia, and etewbore, a with some ome 
lithographs of direct writings and spirit-photogra| 
original communications by slonia alam and 
accounts of the author's own investigations and expe- 
riences, extending over a series of years. 


"The author's object in publishing such a large work 
on Spiritualism is of a twofold character: lst., to dit- 
fuse information of a reliable nature amongst intelligent 
persons principally in the Australasian colonies respect- 
ing the Spiritual phenomena ; and, secondly, to preserve 
many of these important facts in a collected form for 
the use of Spiritualists themselves, 


The author is desirous of circulating his book prin- 
cipally amongst the squatters, landowners, and other 
residents in the country districts throughout Australia, 
as he believes it will prove a powerful weapon in check- 
ay the growing spread of Materialistic principie; 
and of demonstrating to their minds, by evidence which 
cannot be gainsaid, the truth of the dine of a lifo 
beyond the grave, Ho, therefore, has requested us to 
urge y" | wealthy Spiritualists in these colonies the 
duty of aiding him in making this effort a success by 
lg m of copies of his work and circulating 
AE, way as everywhere amongst their 
riends. 


The issue of Mr. Denovan's book, we are informed 
will be limited to 1000 copies, and so those who feel 
desirous of lending a helping band to the author in 
spreading a knowledge'of the principles and phenomena 
of Spiritualism, should lose no time in sending in their 
orders, with their names and addresses, to Mr. W. H. 
Terry, 84 Russell-street, Melbourne. 


The book, we are given to understand, is to be dedi- 
cated to “Young Australia.” € hope to give some 
extracts from it in a future number, We may however 
add, from what we know, that it will be one of the 
most compendious books on the phenomena of Spiritu- 
alism ever published in this or any other country. 
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THB MATERIALISATION SEANCES. | PROFESOR ZOLLAER AA T Doni 


TuzsE interesting séances were resumed last Tuesday, 
in the library of the Victorian Association of Spiritu- 
alists. Two forms materialised, shook hands with the 
circle, and “ Geordie,” with all present. The eastern 
spirit known as " Charity" came well forward, and 
shewed her foot and ankle plainly. “Ski” was in ercel- 
lent voice, and talked with great volubility. The two 
visitors who were present were delighted with the 
séance, and quite satisfied of the separate identity 
of the forms, the medium being distinctly seen by 
_ them at the same time. Some friends of Mr. Spriggs 
who have had ample opportunity of testing his medium- 
ship, are getting up testimonial to him, expressing 
their entire confidence in him and appreciaticn of his 
mediumship. Quite a number of signatures are already 
attached toit. We shall publish it next month. 


A LIBERAL OFFER. 


A gentleman who has at his own expence sent a copy of 
“Spiritualism at the Church Congress,” to all the clergy 
in Tasmania, offers the sum of £2 10s, towards the 
enlightenment of the Australian clergy by the same 
means, provided £7 10s. is added to it by local subscrip- 
tions. We have received £3 2s. from two gentlemen 
towards this object, and now ask the assistance of others 
interested in the advancement of Spiritualism to make 
up the necessary amount. The changed attitude towards 
Spiritualism of the English clergy, as indicated in this 
pamphlet, cannot f*il to make an impression on their 
colonial brothers and modify their antagonism to Spiritu- 
alism. A specimen copy will be sent to perspective 
ene who have not yet seen this excellent pam- 
phiet. 


TO STUDENTS OF MENTAL SCIENCE. 
Tur following extract from the lecture of the Rev. 
Jeseph Cook, delivered in the Melbourne Town Hall, on 
“Spiritualism and Demonology,” is a valuable and inter- 
esting contribution to the above subject :— 


Mr. Cook read a letter received from a friend, in 
which the latter narrates a strange experience of his 
when referring to a fellow-student who possessed excep- 
tional ability, and who was seated close to him, he says, 
“ His right arm leant on the desk ; my right arm leant 
on the same desk; our beads almost touched. The 
topic of the evening was one on which J bad thought 
but little; but while the elder was speaking, thoughts 
arranged in an orderly manner, and clothed in choice 
language, rushed into my mind. Surprised at the 
expressions and illustrations that occurred to me, for I 
had never heard of them before; gratified and amafed 
at the sudden illumination of my mind, and fearful that 
the departure of the thoughts, expressions, and illus- 
trations might be as hasty as their coming, I rose to my 
feet. Noticing that my gifted neighbour had also risen, 
I yielded to Tim. Judge of my astonishment when, 
even to the use of the peculiar expressions and illustra- 
tions, he gave the speech which I was about to make! 
I afterwards found that he had been studying the subject 
discussed by the elder, and had promised to —— im 
at the meeting. By some means I had read or taken 
his thoughts, absorbed speech which had not beèn 
written or spoken. It was no effect of the imagination, 
but was real to me." g 4 

Immediately after making this quotation, Mr. Cook 
made a present of the facts to the Spiritualists by 
suggesting that if instéad of a fellow-student there had 
been present a disembodied spirit, a similar transmission 
of thought might have taken place between the spirit and 
the man. He took care, however, to give the matter 
the usual orthodox türn by inquiring whether facts like 

did not suggest something of the method of 

piration. If one human ys could thus communi- 

cate with another, why could not the Infiaite Spirit 

ive language as well as thought to men unspoken, to 
h in his name?" 
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PROFESSOR ZOLLNER AND J. COOK. 


Drak Hauntyogn,—I have had the pleasure of corres- 
ponding with the undaunted Professor, and even received 
a present of a little book from him only a few months 
before his passing over to the other side. The book is 
entitled “ Intelligent Four-dimensional Bemgs; an 
Appeal to the German Students for the Course, 1879," 
It contains a description of the experiments he made 
with the medium Slade, and thorou bly argues the pro 
and con; also soundly whips the English as well aa 
German doctors and professors for contemning ani 
misrepresenting the Spiritual phenomena; and I am 
thinking that a cute Yankee soul-saver, at £40 per 
night, would justly be served the same at the courageous 
Professor's hands, for taking the liberty of using his 
honoured name in vain. 

Dear sir, how does this fact harmonise with the asser- 
tion of the Rev. J. Cook, that he : in possession of 
papers which prove that Professor Zoliper is indignaut 
at the way Spiritualists use hie name for the cause. The 
little book is accessible to every one for a shilling or 
two. Besides, the Professor published his experimenta 
and convictions of the Spiritual phenomena to the world 
in his three large volumes, “ Scientific Researches of the 
Nineteenth Century.” 

I feel it my duty, in memory of his name, to write 


this in his defence. 
C. H. HARTMANN. 
Toowoomba, Queensland. 


THE MATERIALISATION SEANCE—QUALIFI- 
CATIONS OF ATTENDANTS 


Tug Banner of Light, commenting on the qualifications 
of attendants at the Materialisation Circle in Mslbourne 
says :—They have a system in conducting the Materiali. 
sation Séances of Mr. Spriggs, in Australia, that ac- 
counts in a great measure for the remarkable success 
attending them. All applications for attendance are 
placed in the hands of a committee, who make enquiry 
and become satisfied of the adaptability of the applicant 
before granting the request. This is shewing sme 
common-sense in the matter. If a person wishes to 
join a school, to learn any of the higher branches of 
education, he is not told at once to pass in, but is 
obliged to undergo a e o examination. To-day we 
have the astounding fact of beings called “ dead " coming 
visibly to us, talking with us, ilentifying themselves 
by allusions to t events which only they and the 

ersons they address are cogyisant of, This truth is a 

igher education than any school or college on earth has 
to give to its pupils. hy, then, should there not be 
somé qualification necessary for those who join a class 
to learn this lesson of an immortal life beyond the 
tomb—a lesson in comparison with which those of Har- 
vard and Yale are as nothing ? Why should the doors 
of the séance room be thrown wide open, and qualified 
or unqualified, wise or foolish, honest or dishonest, good, 
bad, and indifferent, go in as crowds flock to a circus or 
to the sea-shore in summer, to gratify, it may be, a 
prurient curiosity, or to fill up aa idle hour? By the 
adoption of some such rule in regard to this form of 
spirit-manifestation, there would be by no means a shat- 
ting-out a knowledge of spiritua: truth and its pheno. 
mena from the people, any more than the closing of 
college doors to those not qualified to enter, debars 
them from obtaining an education. In both cases there 
is enough to learn before that point is reached. Were 
it not so, the wisdom of such a rule might justly be 
brought into question. Step by step, in this as in all 
else, the gradual, even though slow advance, is the 
surest, the best, the most enduring. It is Nature's way, 
and Nature never errs. 


August numbers of the Philosophical Inquirer 
ids pea excellent matter. “The essential qualifi- 
cation of a Freethinker,” and somo articles on Mes- 
merism, are particularly interesting.  Tbis journal is 
now printed entirely in English, and has improved in 
both quality and appearance. 
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PROFESSOR DENTON IN SYDNEY. - 


Tuz following speech by Professor Denton was given 
at the grand re-union of the Liberal Association in 


Sydney, August 29th, and was phonographically 
rere by Me. L. E. Harcus for the Harbinger of 
ight. 


Professor Denton said :—T congratulate you, the Liberal Asso- 
ciation of New South Wales, on the presence of this large and 
intelligent audience assembled in tbe name of Freethought. It 
could not have been doce a huadred yoars ago; and it is one of 
the evidences of the advance that we are making—keeping time 
with the grand progressive march of nature. It is but a few 
haodred years ago since they pat Freethinkers in dungeons ; it i$ 
not so very long ago since they tortured them with thumb-screws_ 
put them on the rack, baraed them with faggots, all in the name 
of God, in the name of religion. Thanks to the advance of Free* 
thought no such thing is possible to-day. (Cheers) The grand 
march that we hare made in this direction we may well con- 
gratulate ourselves upon, and we may wall be stimulated to help 
to make it possible in a few years for 5000 to meet in Sydney 
‘on an occasion like this, to help to make Freethought move still 
more rapidly forward, carrying blessings to hamanity wherever 
it goes, (Applause) Man without freedom is a fleecy cloud 
blown for ever by the wind ; man without freedom is a thistle, 
down with no chance to take root upon the planet and grow. 
Give a devil freedom and there is no throne in heaven so high 
but he may mount it; make an angel a slave and heaven itself 
becomes an intolerable hell. Go cage an eagle and how mean and 
spiritless it looks ; break its bars and it flies screaming to heaven : 
it is itself again, for liberty has freed it. Take a river and keep 
it from flowing and you bare a stagnant pond for your pains, 
but give it freedom, it receives from æ thousand sources and 
swells to a mighty river, and carries blessings wherever its waters 
flow. Bo with human beings; cage them, bind them down with 
old and barbarous notions of religion or of natare, and you hare 
made them like the bird of the thunderer in the cage; but break 
the bars for their souls, give them that freedom which is the 
birthright of the haman race, and to what may they not attain. 
For that purpose we are met to-night, and I feel sure that from 
this place shall go oat an impetas in favour of Freethought that 
will bring blessings to thia city of Sydney. They tell me that 
there are a good maay Uaitarians here, and I am glad to hear it. 
I congratulate you who belong to that form of faith on having 
the youngest form of the Christian religion with which I am 
acquainted. People sometimes boast of the antiquity of their 
religion, bat a man might as well boast of the antiquity of his 
hat. Ifa man tells me that his hat is the oldest hat in town, I 
Come to the conclusion that it is likely to be a “shocking bad 
hat.” And‘ it is the same with his religion; the very oldest 
religions on this planet to-day are the worst. Paganism is 
the oldest form of religious faith on the globe ; Paganism whose 
bloody gods demanded the destruction of little babes. There 
stood the brazen image with fire in its interior, and little 
children were laid upon ita brazen arms, and in their torture they 
moved aboat until they dropped into the fires that burned beneath 
—and this was in the name of religion, in the name of the olden 
gos, before the name of Freethought was bora. With the birth 
of Freethought in a slight degree cams an advance ; Judaism was 
in advance of Paganism, bat it is too old for as to-day ; it hada 
god that blesses un old man named Abraham because he offered 
to sacrifice his own son to the bloxlloving god that he 
worshipped ; that god is too old for us to-day ; it is too old even 
for the Jews of to-day, for though they keep up the old name, 
the old faith ani the old practice are gone for ever. (Hear, 
hear) There is not a Jew so ignorant or superstitious to-day as 
to desire to call back the old bloody sacrifices demanded in the 
time of Moses, Judaism to-day is only Jewish Unitarianism, 
and is advancing by rapid strides towards Freethought, Younger 
than Jndaism is Christianity. Roman Catholicism is the oldest 
form of Christianity, and it is the poorest form, the lowest form, 
the most barbarous form, that seeks to regulate the human mind 


before it is old enough to know all that it is doing. (Loud 
cheers.) That mortgages the child to the devil of ignorance 
before it bas the chance to use its intellect; because it knows 
that if it waited till the child was an intelligent man it would 
never receive the dogmas of this faith. Unitarianism is tho 
youngest sister of the Christian churches, is bursting the bonds 
that held it to the old dogmas of the past, and is marching into 
the great temple of liberty that is being built up in the present, 
No, tell me not of the age of your religion ; boast not of its 
antiquity in this age, when the mind of man is freer than ever 
it was in the history of the globe, when science is abrom! with 
the seven-leagued boots of the ancient story upon her feet, 
stalking ahead with the pace of a giant; that is the religion we 
want, and the one that is going to bless us We have a large 
army of Liberals here, of Freethiakers, and I congratalate them. 

You are on the right side, brothers, you are on the side of natare, 

of fact, and of science; you occupy a ceatre rowed which the 
whole manly thought of the world will revolve, (Applause.) 
Will revolve, not because you are there, bat because the facts 
are there, because the grand traths of the universe are there. Wo 
are on the side that wina not because we pat out our efforts, bat 
because nature is working and has been working on that side in 
the great eternity of the past to bring this very thing into 
existence that we behold on this planet to-day, If we were dis- 
posed to boast of our antiquity I think we could present a 
tolerably fair antiquity for Freethought, Iam inclined to think 
that our orthodox grandmother Eve was somewhat of a Free- 
thinker, (Laughter.) I think sbe shoald have credit for being 
tht first Freethinker in the world, She was told that if she ate 
of the tree of kaowledg: she woald surely die—and that is what 
they have always told as, “If you read these books or hear 
these lectures yoa will die." We do not heed them and our 
grandmother Eve did not; she looked on the tree and on the 
fruit, and thought it would make people wise who ate it—a very 

wise opinion. (Hear, hear.) It looked well and it tasted well, 
and when she did eat of it it opened her eyes, and that is what is 
being done for as. The grandest eye-opener in all the world is 
knowledge, and if it has once opened a man's eyes, a hundred- 
parson power cannot close them again, That is exactly what 
happened in the casa of our geanim»ther Eve; it opened he? 
eyes and she was not satisfied; she started oat oa a missionary 

expedition, and that is what I waat to induce you to do to-night, 
to open your neighboars' eyes She was the most saccessfa l 
missionary there ever was, for she coavertel everybody and for 

alltime, She induced her husband to eat, and when he ate his 

eyes were opened, and a blessed condition it was, If it had not 

been for that where should we have beca to-night! Feeliag 

upon haws aod acoras, oar oaly b:l a mossy bank; ws should 

have been naked ail not have kaowa it; bat we are here 

to-night clothed, and well clothed, men and women, becaas¢ 
grandmother Eve and grandfather Adam were wise enoagh to eat 
of the tree of knowledge. “ Bat," says somebody, "they were 

turned out of the garden," Well, let me tell you it was only a 
briar patch compared with yoar Botanic Gardea here, (Laaghter 
and applause), We have inünitely batter gardens to-day than 

ever they dreamed of in the oldea tims, (Hear, hear.) I am 

inclined to think that since thea we have had a few Free- 

thinkers on this planet; the noblest mim and woma wao hare 

trod on the face of the planet. I claim Jesus, tho reformer of 
Nazareth, as one of the Freethinkers of the world. (Cheers) 
Hear him as he stands on the mountain and says “ Ye have heard 
that it hath been said by them of old time, an eye for an eye aad 

a tooth for a tooth, but I say unto you that ye resist not evil," 
and so on ; daring to overthrow the authority of Moses, who like 
^ mountain of lead had been crashing the nations down for 
centuries. Iclaim him as daring to appsal to the ham sn soal 

" Why judge ye not for yourselves what is right?!" That is the 
doctrine of the Freethiakers; that is what we want both mau 
and woman to do; and as soon as they do this they staad on our 
platform by whatever name they may be called; and they are 
marching oa the high road of progress. Bat I am sorry to say 
that Jesus was not always trae to this; when he said “ Ho that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not 
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shall be damned." He departed from that grand high. 
way of Freethought on which be originally stood. Tbe man 
who does not allow himself to think freely and to be true to bis 
thought is condemned already. (Cheers.) If a man comes to me 
and says “swallow that or you will be damned.” I have just 
the same right to say tbe same to him. I have the same right to 
f ulminate damnation as anyone else on this planet, and that in no 
right at all, (Hear, hear) If men violate the truth or the laws 
of their nature they bare to suffer the consequences. This we 
must learn sooner or later, and must obey the laws of our being. 
‘We march abead and do our best to lug humanity along to help 
us, We must be true to the nature that is within us, and when 
wo take that position we are on the platform of the Freethinkers, 
The whole of humanity is destined to travel over the same 
ground, over the bigh road of progress, I am delighted to have 
the presence of these intelligent men and women round me to 
night; I sugur from this glorious days for Sydney, brighter 
days than bave yet dawned upon the city. More glorious days 
lie bebind the Eastern hills than bave yet ascended into the 
heavens, and brighter days are yet to come from the sun of 
science, There will be more Freethinkers on thjs planet than 
there bave ever been at any time in the history of this globe ; 
every day increases their number, avd we are marching on the 
road of progress with an army that will do or die to get rid of the 


ignorant foes that may be brought in opposition to us. We are 


here to-night in what may as well be called God's house as any 
house in which men can be assembled in the city, The Infinite 
Spirit is the father of the whole human race, snd no one is left 


outside in the cold, We are bere to declare this doctrine of 


universal humanity, and -to call all men and women into our 
platform and teach them that they are God's children just as 
much as those who claim to be members of tbe Christian church, 
and on the high road to the heaven of bliss in which they may 
profensedly believe, That man only is true to his own soul who 
lives the life which his soul recommends; that is most truly 
God's child; that ia the man who will receive the greatest 
Satisfaction in this life, and be best prepared for tbe life that i, 
to come. I am here talking to men who may have no faith what, 
ever in future existence ; if true to themselves I have no single 
word of condemnation for them. Why should I if they bave 
done their best to satisfy tbemselves on this important subject 
For my own part I know that man lives after death, that death 
docs not end ue, that no manly endeavour is ever lost, that as we 
do the right in the lifo we now live so will be our reward ; and 
there is no being on earth, in hell, or in heaven that can prevent 
the reward coming to the right doer, tbe mau or woman who does 
the right deed. Thus we want to keep in mind, first, last: 
and always, and to be true to those impulses of the soul that are 
for ever speaking within the breast of the true man or woman, 
(A pplause.) I augur from the presence of this audience here 
to-night, from the harmony that I find amongst the Fi ere 
that are assembled bere to-night, a more glorious time in the 
history of this city than has yet been experienced since the city 
came into existence. I bare no fault to find with any man in 
any church who ıs troe to himself, who dares to listen to the 
voice of God in his own soul; it was by listening to this voice 
that I came out of churches, took the platform un the outside, 
free from all bonds, with the determination to know the truth, if 
the truth could be found in the universe of God ; and when I 
knew ít, then to reveal tbe truth to my fellows. And for the man 
who stands on that platform, if any god finds fault with him we 
should have the best reasons for finding fault with that god—no 
such god is the true ruler of this universe. (Hear, hear.) Be 
true to yourself, live the life that commends itself to you, and if you 
dare to do this you will find a God within you who says "Well done, 
good and faithful servant ;” and if the God within you says 
«well done," what are other gods to thee? Hell is when that 
God smites you for daring to violate his teaching, and heaven 
comes to you in order that you may enjoy its bliss, that bliss that 
Comes to every true soul, When we have freed ourselves 
we must free our brothers (Cheers.) There is at this 
moment a religious slavery in this country of yours, and 
it is time that the bonds were broken and the souls of men set 
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for ever at liberty. Freedom for every man, freedom for every 
woman, and freedom for every child, One-serenth portion of 
our time we are robbed of, and it is time it was taken 
out of the hands of the priests and used for humanity 
(Cheer) Every library ought to be opened on Sunday. Up 
Plause.) Every hall, museum, and garden should be open on 
Sunday; the railroads should run on Sanday above all other 
days, and carry the people out where they might have a chance 
to meet nature face to face—(Cheers)—so that they might be 
able to draw ample instruction from natare's ample bosom; the 
poor man should have n chance to get out to see the broad ocean 
and the beautiful landscape. Show me s day when the «un 
ceases to shine, when the river ceases to flow, when the cow 


ceases to give milk, when the hens cease to lay their eggs, when 
nature ceases to work, and I will show you an idle day, a day 
that whould be kept holy; but no such thing does exist. All 
days are man's and to be used for man's benefit, I have no 
Objection to a day on which men abstain from hard laboar or to 
two of them ; but that day must be a day not for the priest, not 
for the holder of souls in the bondage uf superstition ; it must be 
a day for freeing men's souls, for liberating them; a day for 
enjoyment, for picnics, for instruction. If there is a day for 
theatres to be open it ought to be above all days Sunday. (Ap. 
planse) If it is right for a theatre to be open on any day in the 
week it is right on Sunday, We must have a grand reform in 
this respect, let men have a chance upon this planet. (Cheers,) 
But you must not only be Freethinkers bat free workers; you 
want a ball in this city and you must have it, and you are rich 
enough to get it; you have a' host of God's houses here, have a 
man's house as well, haven house for hamadity, a bouse for free 
men, a house where a man can be free to talk as I am talking to- 
night, where a man can speak his thought right oot. And you 
must not rest until you get it, There i$ a good deal to be done ; 
there are bonds to be broken, and a free hall will help to break 
these bonds, Men are slaves to n barbarous divinity, and an 
old devil that should have been put out of the way long ago, with 
all the scarecrows that have been made to bold down the souls of 
humanity, But men have been so scared that they bave not dared to 
take n look at these scarecrows, Take n look and you will see that 
these gods are worse than States prison criminals, these barbarous 
divinities! They are too far behind the age for men and women 
to worship them in the days in which we live. We demand free- 
dom, and we look on these great monsters that bave been got up 
to terrify us, and when we look they vanish, and the Infinite 
Father and Mother of the human race take their place. If God, 
the Father of the buman race, bad ever made a bell tn which to 
put his children and keep them, let me tell you the Infinite 
Mother would hare put that hell out with hor tears, and 
would have kissed them Into goodness, But you have had only the 
Father God presented you, not the Mother God ; let me present 
the Infinite Father and the Infinite Mother of the aniverse, and a 
religion that no man need blush to acknowledge, a religion that 
will make men wiser and better; that will make them free, free 
from the bondage of liquor and tobacco, from the bondage of 
ignorance, from the devil of superstition ; a religion that will 
make men hearty, bealtby, and noble, daring to look this great 
universe in the eye, and to live the life that commends itself to 
their own souls ; and when men and women admit this tbe bliss 
of angels will be theirs and the life that comes to the true soul 
at tbe moment of death will be theirs in the world to come, 


(Loud and continued applause). 

Gippsland ker eces of Sept. 7th, reports a dis- 
ens Madara piritualism, bold at tbe Mechanics” 
Institute, Narracan, the essay which formed the basis of 
it being read by Mr. J. Powell, J.P., of Moe. Ve: 
little solid argument was brought against Mr. Powell's 
position, and at the conclusion of the debate he con- 
sented to give a second essay in October. 


We observe that the Banner of Light, Boston, and 


ht for All, San Francisco, reproduce our leader of 
=< d Spiritualism in relation to Freethought.” 
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NEY success, and although I do not for one moment doubt 
<= Seer: his veracity we cannot be too careful, for within the 
last mouth a man tho was believed to be a good medium 
for the same phenoménon has been proved to be 


nought but a trickster and a fraud. 
BETA. 


POPULAR SCIENCE PROPAGANDA, OF 
NAPLES. 


Tue Liberal Association of New South Wales held 
its fret anniversary at the Sydney Masonic Hall, on 
the evening of August 29th. It took the form of a 
conversazione, and was very largely attended, about 
a thousand persons being present, though probably 
not more than half the number can be claimed as Free- 
thinkers. e 

The Hall was tastefully decorated, having the motto 
* Liberty but not License” skilfully worked in artificial 
flowers. The Hon. J. Bowie Wilson, who occupied the 
chair, opened the proceedings by outlining the history, 
of the association from its foundation by C. Bright 
E up to the present. 

r. Rankin then read a printed statement for the 
foundation of a Freethought Hall, which it is intended 
to float as a Company with a capital of £15,000 in £1 
shares. The building will include a hall capable of 
— 1,200 people, shops, meeting rooms, &c., while 
according to the prospectus it is to give an almost imme- 
diate return of 10 per cent on the outlay. With all 
my heart in the interests of real Freethought I wish it 
every success. ^ 
Mr. MacDonnell then followed with a most entertain- 
ing scientific display of “ Geissler's Vacuum Tubes," 
which was highly — Then, after another 
song, Mr. Denton amidst great applause and cheering 

forth for the event of evening, and never 
since I last heard him lecture in your city have I had 
such an —« , e can 
8 ing of Freethought brings to mind the motion 
K uc tabled in the House by Mr. Copeland to 
em the Art Gallery on Sundays, and which with Cook- 
like logic has been opposed by Sir Henry Parkes, who 
made great capital out of the fact that no petition had 
been prevented in favor of it, while several lay before 
them against it. Too little time had been allowed to 
get up any petition, but as the debate was adjourned for 
a fortnight an opportunity was given that the “liberals” 
did not tail to seize, and up to the present we have over 
80,000 buna fide si res, making a continuous roll 
of over 450 yards in length. This in itself is a most 
encouraging and healthy sign of the times, and augurs 
well for the advance of Freethought in the colonies. 
Your Legislators might with advantage follow the 
lead of their Sydney brothers, and I feel sure you 
would not have any difficulty in doubling the number 
of signatures. For although far ahead of us in many 
respecte, in the matter of Sunday observance you are 
far behind; thousands of people visiting our Museum 
and Public Library on ys—friends, you must look 
fo your laurels, demand your righte, and open the 
doors of all your real God houses, even if by so doing 
you close all the sham ones. 
Melbourne has lost, and Sydney has gained for a time an 
excellent medium. I of Mrs. Bamford, who arrived 
early this month, and has beon doing good work in the 
glorious cause. During Ker stay she has given three 
semi-public, besides many private séances, the attendance 
very good and the results most satisfactory, “ In 
What will Spiritualism Benefit Mankind?” being the 
title of hor address from the platform of the City Hall, 


Ir gives us much pleasure to respond to the request of 
Signur Domenico Jaccarino, the illustrious and disin. 
terested founder of the Popular Science Propaganda of 
Naples, to direct the attention of our readers and of the 
public at large to the arduous labours snd high endea- 
vours of this gentleman—one of nature's noblemen— 
in the vast field of popular education. We should 
consider ourselves as failing to do our duty towards the 
claims of humanity aed universal brot! were we 
to pass by unnoticed the distinguished merits of Sigaor 
Domenico Jaccarino as a popular educator; for his task 
and that of the Harbinger of Light aro so plainly iden. 
tical that, in giving our fraternal support to his cause, 
we are only Bs Fe and forwarding our own, which 
is that of spreading the light of trath to as many dwel- 
lera in darkness as the radiation of our small and 
humble orb is able to afford, But this our duty to hel 
our brother in his noble cause of enlightening the 
masses, becomes jtenfold more imperative to bring about 
those sweet fruits of popular enlightenment which is 
the — aim of all men who havo loved tho people, 
and which also seems to be the main object of your 
* Popular Science Propaganda." Woe, therefore, wish 

ou most cordially that measure of success of which 
both your cause and pe personal efforts ia that cause 
are so deserving; and may the torch in your haad be 
the means of restoring to your gifted nation the glory 
of that classical lore which bas twice shone upon Italy, 
Italia Antiqua, and upon mediwval Italy. 


A New and useful handbook of Mesmerism, by Dr, Wil- 
liams, M.A., has just been published in Melbourne. It 
consists of a series of lectures on the Therapeutical and 
Phenomenal Value of Mesmerism, given by him at 
Brighton, England, as Professor of Psychological 
Science and honorary lecturer to the local p» le 
chological Society. These lectures treat on 

history of Mesmerism, its use and abuse; facts 
concerning it, the value of the fluid, various states 
induced and methods of inducing them, and some inter- 
— accounts of phenomena. It will be found an 
excellent introductory book to this very interesting 
subject. 


Peor. Denton's Sunday evening lectures, at the 
Bijou Theatre, for the Victorian Association of Spirit- 
ualista, are drawing full houses. His breadth of view is 
gaining for him many listeners who would not attend 
the discourses of a less tolerant lecturer, As an illus- 
the Light of Science,” pap of the churches ho said:— 
* If al lled down to-day the gens 

with 


Even the Catholic Church, with which I have least sym- 
pathy, with ita pictures and beautiful music, has a 
refining MC e I soma o Spee at 
779 ^ atten: it wil better use of such influence 
private cuin e s still the is progressing slowly, ea A parente." Tolerance such as this is a natural 
pera the’ di investigator has always | outcome of belief in Evolution.— Echo (N.Z.), Sept. 9, 
Greatest difficulty in gaining admission to any, | 1882. 
and thus this lady comes at a most opportune time, 
and as one who greatly ‘benefited by ber vint T 
thank her muchly, hoping to have her once more 
o Pa ere. tay oug one me that 
. Defries, indefa' worker, who has 
just returned from England, has under wa; & propo- 
sition to bring out one (Miss Woods) w report 
most favorably of as a materialisation medium, 
gentleman in question very sanguine of her 


It has been a want long felt by every Spiritualist of 
& good reliable molas. d y^ p enese 


Ma. Joszem Coox is having a lively time of it at 
Brisbane. The Spiritualists, inkers, and Sweden- 
neues have D MM w-— of it there, and a 

vertising an ing his disingenuousness and self- 
contradictions. pop Smith, our local agent, is 
active in the work. Two terse and appropriate letters 
IM eaa in the Telegraph a the 20th and 
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 


Tur Annual General Meeting of the above Association 
was held at the Temperance Hall, on Thursday, Sep. 13th 
Mr. W. B. Le ein d in the chair. 

previous meeti 


The minutes of the 


following report :— 
ANNUAL REPORT, 
* Melbourne, 13th September, 1882. 
“To the Members of the Victorian Association of Spiritualists. 
“Ladies and Gentlemen, —'Your committee have much 
pleasure in informing you that the past twelve months compare 
favourably with any previous year in point of activity displayed 


and in results obtained. We do not intend to imply that every- | 


thing bas gone in the most satisfactory manner possible ; far 
from it, reverses have been met with, and opposition has been 
very strong indeed ; but in spite of all this, or perhaps even on 
account of it, we have to record progress for the cause of Spiritu- 
alium, Notwithstanding the hope expressed in the report for 
1881, Dr. Peebles has not favoured Australia with his presence ; 


bis visit must, therefore, be looked upon as a pleasure still to | 


come, The most momentous events in the bistory of the past 


twelve months are the arrival of Mrs. Ada Foye in this city, and | 


the public test séances given by that world-renowned medium, 
These séances have been reported at full length in the //arbinger 
of Light, ot December Ist, 1881, and it will only be necessary to 
state bere, that Mrs. Foye was so pleased with her reception in 
Melbourne, and the prospect of the good she can do here, that she 
has intimated her intention to return as soon as circumstances 
will permit her. We may, therefore, look forward to another 
visit of this highly useful and almost unique medium. 

We next have to report the arrival of Mr, Thomas Walker, a 
few days after Mrs. Foye came bere, Mr. Walker was enthusias- 
tically received, the Association offering bim a public welcome in 
the Horticultural Hall, on Nov. 16th of last year. Most of you 
Are aware what course events have taken since then with regard 
to him, and it will not be necessary to dwell upon tbe painful 
circumstances which led to his separation from tbe Association 
when it became evident that he was no longer in harmony with 
the Spiritual-Philosophy, and even went so far as to say that be 
accounted for the acceptance of the occurrence of Spiritual 
Phenomena by the ignorance of their observers, 

In the Harbinger of Light, of July 1st, there appears an article 
headed “ Mr, Thomas Walker," which gives a short and substan- 
tially correct review of all that happened since his arrival until 
he severed bis connection with Spiritualism. 

Your committee has now to draw your attention to an episode 
Proving conclusively that the old spirit of persecution aod oppres- 
sion is still rampant in this guasi free country, and that the 
authorities will stifle freedom of speech upon social and religious 
matters whenever possible. This episode bas become known ander 
the name of the “ Opera House Difficulty," and its leading feature 
was an attempt on the part of the Government to prevent the 
Continuation of Sunday services of this Association, under the 
mean pretext that the bye-laws were evaded and money charged 
at the doors, The Directors of the Opera House were threatened 
with a cancelling of their license should they permit the continu- 
ance of these obnoxious practices. It is needless to go into 
details, to speak of the indignation meetings that were being held» 
and the short battle that waa fought for the right of free speech ; 
all that bas been reported at full length, and you are doubtless 
familar with it, All honour is due to those brave spirits who 
took up the gauntlet aad compelled the Government to relax their 
severity to such an extent as to permit the continuance of the 
Bunday services. 

After Mr. Walker had ceased to speak for the Association he 
Continued his lectures on his own account, the Association not 


ving been read and confirmed, the | 


being prepared with another lecturer to.follow bim up until such 
time as Professcr Denton, whó was making a tour through New 
Zealand, should have returned to Melbourne. 

| About six weeks, however, before the latter gentleman was 
prepared to commence, a series of week-day lectures was inaugur- 
ated in the Masonic Hall, an experience meeting was also held, 
which pretty well filled up the gap between the termination of 
Mr. Walker's eozagement and the beginning of Mr. Denton's, 

Oa the 6th of August, Mr. Devtoa commenced a coarse of lec- 
tures at the Bijou Theatre, that being the most suitable place the 
committee could engage, and we need hardly say that be was a 
most unqualified success. He has since continued to draw 
immense audiences, many people having to be turned away for 
want of comfortable sitting accommodation, 

The committee have written to Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Mra, 
Nellie Brigham, Prof, Buchanan, Dr. J. M. Peebles, Mr. W. J. 
Colville, Mr. J. Frank Baxter, Mr. J. C. Wright, and Mrs E. L. 
Watson, with a view to induce some of these celebrated lecturers 
| to visit Melbourne, A definite offer has been made to Mr». 
| Watson, a trance-spesker from San Francisco, whom Mr. Denton 
mentions in very high terms. No replies are to hand yet except 
from Dr, Peebles, who announces his intentloa to visit us some 
fifteen or eighteen montas bence. 

Your committee has also to draw your attention to the progress 
made by the Materialising circle, reports of which have regularly 
appeared in the Jiarbingor of Light. In order to mark their 
appreciation of the services rendered by Messrs, Spriggs and 
Smart, your committee elected those gentlemen bonorary members 
of this Association, having power to vote at all meetings and 
elections, and being eligible to any office. 

Your committee deeply regret the loss of tho services of Mr, 
Alkemade, who has been your Secretary for several years, and to 
whose energetic efforts the present satisfactory state of the 
Association is mainly due. Asa slight mark of their esteem the 
committeo unanimously elected him as honorary member. 

Mr. A. J. Hall was elected Secretary in his stead, and continued 
to act till June, when he was compelled to resign, having to lesre 
Melbourne, His resignation was accepted with regret, and a vote 
of thanks was carried to acknowledge bis past services, Mr.J. G, 
Hoogklimmer was elected in his place to act as Secretary, pro. tem . 
till the annual meeting. 

The finances of the Association are unfortanately not in quite 
so flourishing a condition as might be desired, owing to the small 
returns of the Sunday evening service as compared with the 
expenses; alreadyghe balance-sheet shows a small debit balance, 
and besides, the coming liabilities are greater than the estimated 
income ; hence some means mast be devised to supplement the 
latter by donations and subscriptions, or otherwise, in order to 
enable your committeo to carry on the work in hand for the 
progress of Spiritualism. 

By order of Committee, 
J. G, HOOGKLIMMER, How. 8e0, 


The Report, as read, was adopted. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Terry, then read the balance- 
sheet, shewing expenditure £590 7s. Od, "gn 
receipts, £587 70. 2}d, leaving £2 198, 9jd. on 
the debit side. Amounts had since come to hand 
which covered this, but it would be absolutely 

to raise a fund to meet current ex- 
and future contingencies, He read a letter 
from Mr. H. A. Thompson, of Laun- 
cheque for £5. towards the Lecture 
earnest Spiritualists to come forward, 

y, but 


received that day 
Fund, and urging è 
ul in| h 
* hot with werde on on aes " 
knew to greatest cause Aes AAR i 
Oe ind bestowed ioneslation ant oppina on 
sands of families, that bad leavened, and is daily more 
leavening, the religious thought of the civilised world. 


urses, for what 
cause 
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iis i A aeann omanud which resulted ia the |eloeel itas to my astonished gare the boundles 


adoption of a scheme to raise the necessary funds. 
About forty pounds were subscribed in the room, and 
cards on which to enter donations and guarantees distri- 
buted amongst the members, 

The following were then elected office-bearers for the 
ensuing twelve months :— 


President —Mr. H. J. Browne, 
Vice Presidonte— Mesars. John Ross, C. Johnston, and 
W. H. Bowley. k 
Hon. Secretary—Mr. J. G. Hoogklimmer. 
Hon. Troasurer—W. H. P 7 
Committeo — Messrs. Carson, Deakin, Moore, E. Gill, 
Bamford, Codliag, Lang, Moore, Naylor, Rutherford, 
Watson, Unitt, Smart, Fielding; Mesdames Andrew 
and Jobnetun. 
A vote of thanks to the retiring officers brought the 
meeting to a close. 


IMPRESSIONS FROM THE INFINITE. 
(From the Spanish of Balmes.) 


TnaxsnATED ny C. W. Rouser, M.D., BENALLA. 


BECOND CIIAPTER. 


Tae Lrour rw Rionr. 

Ax» although my words are yet obscure, I say it in the 
beginning, let the afflicted ond heavy-laden take comfort 
in tho assurance that the light was made for them ; be- 
cause they principally have aecepted the light. There 
are many aMlicted and miserable creatures in this world, 
because you only take delight in the individual liberty 
of your spirits. Therefore, you will admit it to be your 
duty, and also to your interest, to earn honestly a place 
in the infinite space of happiness above you, and you 
will understand that only by dint of great exertions 
will you obtain a place there. 

Let us meditate a little while on the great things ; let 
us scan and measure the horizon which is extended 
before our eyes. How immense is it! We see its sur- 
face, but fail to sound its depth. If hance we 
attempt to penetrate to the verge of the farthest beyond 
until our dilated pupils tire, we shall fall into the abyss 
of a grand absurdity ; because in trying to look beyond 
this farthest beyond, we make vain exertions in the 
presence of the magnificent theatre which we desired 
to survey, in the presence of the splendours of those 
gigantic suns which conceal themselves from our bold 

e, ns if they intended to derange our reasoning 
ities, in the presence of that innumerable multitude 
of brilliant stars wbich send their light to us from 
spaces of such distant depth that our weak sight can 
never reach them. After /having contemplated the 
inexhaustible variety of fárme, colours, outlines, and 
urity of the worlds in apace, we are obliged to return 
SAM and a - from our Lir y rpm and to ask 
's pardon for having attem to penetrate beyond 
the assigned limits of om horizon into the bosom ki the 
mystories of the Infinite. We may, however, be allowed to 
lose ourselves within the extended space of our human 
horizon allotted by God for the contemplationgnd study 
of hie creatures. We are permitted to elerute our 
spirits, without fear of erring, to our indestructible 
mansion in space, for thus only can we become perfectly 
assured of the reality of tho Infinite, and thus only are 
we able duly to accomplish our solemn mission which 
consists in progress. — 

We have a py to investigate, and for that purpose 
were we created; let us exercise and strengthen our 
powers, both moral and intellectual, and their supe- 
rivrity will slowly become punt let us trace one 

ig 


circle of truth, and another of light, round our souls, 


so that they may feel strong enough by and by to serve 
- — in which their port of destination may swiftly 
reached, 


Tired and weary of seeking in this world that intel. 
ligence which I felt was i nd the narrow 
limits of this earth, I rose one day, in a blessed hour, 


panorama of the glory which had been foreshadowed to 
me, and I looked down upon all men and upon myself 
with pity and compassion. What dread and astonish. 
ment seized me when I saw the heartless and brainloss 
ignorance in which men were living, and under the 
pressure of which I had been so faithless and ungrateful 
to God in my earthly career! How immense and all. 
powerful appeared God to me then; how little and 
miserable appeared the race to which I belonged! Prom 
the deu d darkuess [ proceeded to receive the irra. 
diating light which God, in his merey, had presented to 
me; henceforth I comprehended the unfortunate ani 
woeful utopia, called human pride, which considers itself 
happy in the midst of its dense ignorance. To seek tho 
light in the right of man—atill how little does he persist 
in obtaining it? My ambition increased as I contem- 
plated the grandeur of the works of God ; and, seeking 
to find the philosophy of God's works, which had beea 
the aim of my whole life on earth, I met it there in its 
unvarying order, in its infinite extent, and in its over. 
whelmiag, grand appearance, so grand indeed [ found 
this philosophy to be that, Mem myself in it, I com- 

rehended that after a little while I would be able to 

ring my study to a conclusion, for I kaow to study was 
a natural necessity for man, and that studious souls 
would never get tired of studying. 

The worlds float in space as the grains of sand of the 
shore float in the ocean wave. 

I stopped before the immensity of the grandeur of 
these worlds; I, considered a wise man amongst you on 
earth, scarcely value myself as an impareptitia atom in 
my vain attempt to make a show in the whirling crowd 
of those countless thousands of luminous globes 
amongst which I am regarded as a drop of water trying 
to cover the whole fuco of the earth with its dew. 

How swift is my mode of progression, how illumin- 
ated aro my ideas and thoughts, how free is my spirit, 
with what pleasure do I meet in this vast space, liberated 
from that matter which kept me a close prisoner on 
earth! I feel sad when I think that I must again return 
to earth, because it is necessary to conquer the life of 
the spirit by work done here w, which if properly 
and patiently performed, will lift up the soul P pum to 
these elevated heights of Spiritual existence. What and 
how many proofs of kindness and goodness have I not 
already received from God for the troubles and trifling 
trials experienced by me in the past! 

The life in space is the truly happy life ; but to obtain 
it eternally it is n to work hard. I could not 
tell you how many worlds Í havo visited ; I haveenterod 
into some worlds so little that, as soon as I tried to 
assume form in them, I feel fatigued. Some worlds are 
still in the act of formation; in them matter emerges 
and shapes iteelf in a atill violent manner, and its mode 
of gradual development is perfectly sensible and patent. 

he mon in these new worlds and mansions are true 
criminals; evil and ignorance is a ploasure to them; 
they have not discovered the reality involved in ideas; 
the violence of their passions is extreme; matter there 
preponderates over epirit—all nature is gross and rude ; 
there are neithor flowers nor birds in those recently- 
formed worlds; their mode of conversation consists Te 
cries and noisy clamour; the inhabitants of these still 
imperfect globes have not yet begun to progress, and 
are excessively addicted to aimi and the grossest 
sensual pleasures. 

I have now detached myself from those incomplete 
worlds, and am flying away from them with rapidity. 

You will readily believe me that it was not from 
egotistical motives that I went to visit those worlds, but 
moved b Levi and pity for their backward con- 
dition ; , my labours were in vain, I could do nothing 
for them; both their pee and moral degradation 
was so dense that the few rays of luminous ideas which 
I directed towards their souls were unable to penetrate 
them, because they could not yet comprehend them ; to 
continue teaching them the first principles of light 
before they heard of the word “ light," would have been 
futile, and the light shown to them would only hare 
dazzled their eyes without producing any beneficial 
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effects. Those spirits will have to be taught first b 
some spirits just a little superior to themselves, bat ni 
as not to offend their still weak sight; by spirits, in fact, 
who will come from other more advanced planets, either 
for the purpose of expiating their own sins by teaching 
their inferiors, or as high-souled voluntary missionaries, 
eager to initiate them into the profound mysteries of the 

od's laws and ideas; and thus only will 
these backward spirits be eventually stirred np and 
roused from their lethargic slumber. “In the meantime, 
leet, the - make a little progress by themselves, 
for the grees on silently thro ut 
infivity and story. When. I eren d -— 
world I come in contact with a mental condition cer- 
tainly superior to. the one I have just described to you, 
but still sufficiently backward and unbappy, on account 
of the groas vices from which you suffer so much, fur 
me to perceive it and to pity you for it. Whilst matter 
oppresses matter, matter will and must suffer, and so 
lon: as spirit does not elevate spirit, spirit cannot enjoy 
ita liberty and freedom of action. 


Without attempting to penetrate into these recondite 
ideas which begin to germinate in your bosoms, not 
wishing to circumscribe the limits of progress by a picture 
of your misery and wre! ness, I must say that you, 
by not loving your neighbour as you love yourselves, 
remain still sufficiently blind and ignorant to require 
much amendment. 

Place your feet first on the first step of the ladder in 
order to reach the last steps; on the sphere of your 
thought, for this is the only thiog which will survive the 
last breath of your life on earth ; take nature for your 
model; strive to imitate the love of the dove, the 
strength of the lion without its ferocity, permeate your- 
selves with the fragrance of the flowers, so that you 
may become like flowers, before it is too late ; their 
fragrance will liberate your souls,aud then they will eater 
heaven without fear or trembling, for although a hurri- 
cane now shakes your — reed of a body, that 
hurricane will be unable he t to deprive the flower 
of vour souls of its fragrance. 


Man's understanding will thenceforward be perfect, 
and he will suffer less in order to enjoy more; the joys 
of the spirit, which are the only true joys, will have 
taken the place of the material joys, which are iu the 
end only productive of loathing and diagust. 

Intelligence, having conquered and banished ignorance, 
will then unfurl its victorious flag; men will then be 
men without being dreamers and visionaries; the law 
under which man will live will be the law of God only, 
and wars will have been brought to an end; the ocean 
will always remain tranquil; harvests of pienty will fill 
the lands of man; the surrounding air will always be 
fresh. and cool, for there will be no longer winter, 
summer, or autumn; spring will be the only season then 
reigning on your eth. Immense will be the strides 
of progress; man will no more bring accusations 
against man, but man will love man with that eternal 
are "e God has poured - sy Sy blessed i 
auch prodigality ; everythi u and injurious wi 
have di woe oe the face ‘of your earth; all 
diseases and infirmities will be of a mild character; 
there will no longer be any fear of death; extensive 
scientific discoveries and researches will have taught 
mankind that their planet contains many until now 
unknown substances which will promote the s»cial pro- 
gress and happiness of the human species and of the 
earth at Numerous labourers in the field of 
science will contiaue their profound investigations with 
a view to maki ill further and more ad 

i ies, and wider the horizon of knowledge 
spreads out before the eyes of man, the more will his 
joy and happiness increase. All men will then believe 
in the pre-existence of the human soul, and will strive 
to lay up treasures for the soul instead of for the body, 
45 now, 

All will then have learnt to admire and lore God in 
His works; no one will then dare to deny His exist- 
ence ; the world will, in fact, present more of a divine 
than merely human aspect character. 
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Many worlds have I thus seen which have noarly 
arrived at the final apogee of their greatness; their 
Map in truly enviable, and tempting is the bappy lot 
of their is habitante ; they live the true life of progress, 
and by constantiy advancing they will shortly reach & 
state of perfection of which we have no idea at present. 
In a little while they will have cast of the fetters of 
matter and the bonds of mortality, when they will rise 
and float eternally through infinite apace, which is the 
life promised to all human beings by the voice of all 
nature and nature's God. 


Benalla, Aug. Sth, 1882. 


REMINISCENCES. 
Br H. V. S. 


IL 


PaowrreD by the single motive already rela*el, L con- 
tinved-my atudy of the Scriptures, and in a desponding 
condition of mind still breathed my humble prayer to 
God for light that would enable me to fulfil the pur- 
poses of my existence in accordance with His holy 
will, and the devil (as I believed) still continued to 
aseail me. The creed with which my brain had in 
infancy and youth been, all but indeliby, branded re- 
quired me to believe that a statement, or doctrine, was 
true, and that the very opposite was trua also, if both 
were found io the Bible; to believe that deeds which 
were revolting to the “natural mind " were not dreadful 
crimes when done, as recorded in the Bible, in obedience 
to the will or command of God, but righteous acte. I 
must believe this or face the awful alternative, and 
attribute unrighteousness to God. 

Thoughtfully and prayerfully reading the Bible from 
boginnlag to end, instead of having resolved my doubte, 
had multiplied them immeasurably, and “made con- 
fusion worse confounded.” As yet there was no rent in 
the dismal cloud that overshadowed my life through 
which a ray of light could reach me. 

Vain endeavours to grasp what my creed and the 
Bible together required me to believe had bewildered 
and oppressed me, A weary conflict ensued, during 
which the frail wreck of my former faith was continually 
thumping against the hard rock of reason. 

I now seldom read “ God's holy word," but evi d 
pondered over the many passages of that book whic 
my memory had retained. HET remember thinkiag God 
possibly may not kaow that I am sorely tried by the 
temptations of the evil one, and have need of his help 
(I could not then see that these temptations were 
bringing me what I had earnestly and long prayed for). 
It is true " thf eye of the Lord is in every place,” and 
that all things are known to him; but it is also true 
that He did not know where Adam was in the garden of 
Eden, nor who told Adam that he was naked, nor if he 
(Adam) had eaten of the fruit of the tree uf knowledge. 
I remembered that “the Lord came down to see 
city and the tower which the children of men had 
builded,” that “ the Lord said because the cry of Sodom 
and Ggmorrah is great, and because their sin is very 

ievous, I will go down now and see whether they have 
one altogether according to the ery of it, which is come 
unto me; and if not, I will know;" that "the Lord 
said. . . . Iam come down to deliver them" (the 
Israelites) “out of the hand of the Egyptians.” e 
Bible being the word of God all this must be true, and 
therefore Í may have been overlooked. I had regarded 
even a momentary thought of there being contradictions 
in God's holy word as sinful, and to reconcile the texts 
I have quoted with others, and with my conception of 
the attributes of the Creator, I was drivon to the 
conclusion that God must be omniscient and not 
omniscient, omnipresent and not omnipresent, omni- 
potent and not omnipotent, according to His sovereign 
will. 

Tho above speculations will appear very absurd to 
those who bare never been in the toils which I have 
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attempted to describe, but to those who have they will 
appear in a very different light; those whose minds 
bave been enslaved from the very dawn of conscious 
existence bave grown to their manacles, and as it is with 
men who have fon long confined in dungeons, the light 
at first is blinding to them, and they dread coming out 
of the darkness with which they have so long been 
associated. ^ 

At length, in fear and trembling, I turned again to 
the Bible, resolved to use my reason and judgment as 
froely as I would in the study of any other book ; and 
still I believe this resolve was tinctured with the 
foregone conclusion that the result, if I was making a 
right use of my reasoning powers, would be the re- 
establishment of my former faith upon a solid founda- 
tion. However, remembering the words of Christ “ Yea, 
and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right ;" 
the Apostle Paul's enjoinment "prove all things,” and 
“let every man be fully persuaded in bis own mind,” 
and other texte, I felt that I was justified in concluding 
that the Bible sanctioned the testing of “spiritual 
things " by the rules of logic, and my resolve remained 
unshaken. 

Now that I bave begun to see that I must be guided 
by the light that was in me instead of believing 

octrines in the abstract, I tried the effect of their 
practical application. The question before my mind 
was what can I believe, and what can I do without 
violating my reagon and conscience. Here predestina- 
tion and election confronted me; if (as I long believed) 
God “hath saved us (me) and called us (me) with a 
holy calling . . . . which was given us (me) in 
Christ Jesus before the world began " (20d Timothy, 1, 
9). “He (God) hath choseu us (me) in Him (Christ) 
before the foundation of the” (Ephesians, r, 2) be so, 
then everything was completely arranged in the remote 
past, and their is nothing left for me either to believe 
ordo. The doctrine of election “went by the board” 
as incompatible with man's responsibility, and limiting 
the power of the deity to the creation of puppets. 

Well! what am I to believe, and what am I to do 
now that I bare reached the conclusion that [ must 
work out my own salvation? (I will try to avoid 
boring the reader with texts). I read “Godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation.” “ Repent therefore 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” 
Again, in regard to believing, “AÎl that believe are 
que from all things." " He that believeth and is 


But 
I might have spared myself this repenting and believing, 
for I read “ the gifts add calling of God are without 
repentance,” and “if we believe not, He abideth faithful, 

He cannot deny Himself." 
Now, I not unnaturally further iavestigated 
—tbat old J 


upon his belly, and eat dust “all 
Again and again ho is found in 


trumpet " 
sounded. I could no lon, ieve i 
existence of this inco dng e EE 
dragon " went over 
{ made better sailing on the ocean of life in “ keepin 
to search the vit 
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SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA A REALITY.* 


Unner the above caption Mr. Smith has written a very 
useful pamphlet, the careful perusal of which cannot 
= to im — any Aer m pn] orn = the time 

one by for pooh-poohing, or denying the occurrence 
of what is commonly balled Spiri Phenomena, 

Prefacing his work with a quotation from the late 
W. M. Thackeray who, when speaking with some scien- 
tific friends who had been expressing their incredulity 
and disbelief said, “ It is all very well for you who have 
never witnessed Spiritual manifestations to talk as you 
do, but had you seen what I have witnessed you would 
hold a different opinion." be points out the uniform 
action of prejudice in obstructing every new truth which 
men in advance of their fellows have endeavoured to 
unfold for the benefit of humanity, and Spiritualism as 
no exception to the rule; it has to fight its way against 
popular prejudice, and by its inherent trath overcome 
one by one the obstructions which its opponents are 
constantly putting in its path. 

For authority as to its pretentions the author gives a 
list of one hundred and seventy men of repute in science, 
philosophy, medicine, politics, literature, art, law, and 
social rank who, after ers. moderu Phenomena, 
have become convinced of its reality. He quotos from 
many of these to illustrate their methods of investiga- 
tion, and the profuund impression of the facts elicited 
upon their minds. The testimony of eminent prestidigi- 
tateurs as to the discrete nature of Spiritual phenomena 
is also given; and the work concludes with a philoso. 


vhical summary showing the harmony of the matter with 
science and the most advanced religious thought of 
the age. 


For a comparatively young beginner in the literary 
field Mr. Sm'th deserves commendatioa for the compo- 
sition, construction, and general tone of his work, which 
is a veritable “multum in parvo," as without undue 
terseness he has compressed into 34 pages the pith of 
many volumes, and sufficient to prove (as far as authority 
and testimony can do), his position. Although the 
pea is published in Brisbane, and written to meet 
ocal requirements, it is equally appcopitaie to many in 
this colony, who in spite of the lengthened period the 
subject bas been before the Victorian public, are still in 
the dark as to the statas of Spiritualistic phenomena. 


ORGANIC MAGN ETISM.f 

Turs book is a valuable addition to the library of Mes- 
meric works published during the past century, a4 it 
contains more practical instruction in the various forms 
of Magnetising than any one volume that has preceded 
it. ee ce Miss C. edge has made ntn 
a study for many years, and ad: to & large ti 

Ta ae gene all that could be gleaned from ey pale 
lished work on the sub,ect, including some of the 
private instructions of the late Baron du Potet. Whilst 
all Magnotisors agree that the eyes and hands are tho 
directing points of the magnetic aura, and the will the 
directing power, almost every one differs in the method 
of procedure in the transmission of the fluid to the 


subject, whether for curative or other pur, ;and the 
author, whilst presenting her own m gives at 
the same time a concise and ible description 


comprehensible 
of the processes adopted by some of the most successful 
Magnetisers who have preceded her. The book is 
divided into eleven chapters, which treat upon the 
nature of Magnetism, the development of the power, 
process for public and private practice, healing, the 
development of sensitives, the dangers attending some 
forms of trance, curiosities in i 


to the Phenomena 
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THE NEW RELIGION, 


By Waras Destroy. 


May is as naturally religious as he is naturally musical. 
Being musical he makes and plays upon barps, organs, 
pianos, violins ; he forms bands and orchestras ; he sings, 
and makes and performs oratorios and operas. Being 
religious he builds churches, chapels, and temples; he 
makes prayers and writes hymns and bibles. The bowed 
head, the bended knee, the officiating priest, the rever- 
ential tone, and solemn anthem, are the offspring of 
man's religious nature, and are as natural as the growth 
of an acorn upon an oak, 

It has been said that priests made religion in order to 
make money out of it. It might as well be said that 
musicians made music, for the same reason, and bakers 
the appetite for bread, that they might make money b 
ite sale. Religion as naturally springs from man's 
mental condition a8 art or poetry. Men were religious 
many thousand years before the first line of the Bible 
was written, and they will be ages after it has ceased to 
be regarded as God's word, by every human soul. 

Being natural, religion is subject to the law of growth. 
We do not expect to find the highest expressions of art 
in the caves of Great Britain and Europe, where our 
rude forefathers dwelt, long before history was born. 
Art grew from the rudest beginnings—a scratch upon a 
bone, to the soul that looks into ours from canvas and 
the all but breathing statue. Wedo not go back to 
a Pharaonic tomb to look for a model plough ; the plough 
of that time was only a crooked stick; and since then it 
has grown to the perfection of our modern overturners. 
We never dream of finding the best ideas on geography, 
physiology, astronomy, and chemistry, in documenta 
that are thousands of years old; why should we expect 
the best ideas on religion to be in books that were 
written from one to three thousand years ago? The 
expectation is unreasonable. No one thinks of going 
back to the geography of a thousand years ago; what 
teacher would be considered fit for his office who should 
teach his scholars geography out of an atlas four hun- 
dred years old? Such an atlas had upon it no Uuited 
States, no Canada, in fact no North and South America, 
for the continent was then unknown; no West 
Indies; Australia was not upon it, for it was undis- 
covered; and New Zealand was absent, for the same 
reason. The world was not known to be round, though 
some supposed it to be, and no atlas of that time gives 
the two hemispheres of our planet, or represents it as a 
globe We make new atlases and new geographies, as 
we obtain new geographical facts, embodying in the mall 
that is true in the old, but adding to thom all that more 
recent discoveries have revealed. 

What we never dream of doing in science, we are 
constantly doing in religion. e have taken books 
that were written from three thousand to seventeen 
hundred years ago, and made them absolute authorities 
in religion.. We have declared these books to be infal- 
lible; have represented them as divine, containing all 
that is for man to know to secure happiness 
in this life and endless bliss in another, and the conso- 

uence is that we are behind in religious matters a 
years as compared with our position in science 
and mechanics; and as long as we look to the past for 
perfection in religion—as unreasonable as to look for the 
moet perfect men in the tertiary age—wo shall be reli- 
gious , rocked in tbe cradle of iguorance, and 
scared by the bugbears that our ignorant nurses call up 
to atifle our infant cries. 
being natural, and subject to the law of 
the greater 
more numerous are its imperfections. The 
i i juainted 


at a more recent time, was an i 
i ite brutal an disgusting rite of cir- 
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cumcision, its beastly sacrifices and blood.sprinklings. 
Christianity, established by more modern Jews, discards 
the burden of ceremonies, breaks down the exclusive- 
nesa of Mosaism, and gives us a religion in man: 
respecta in advance of its predecessor, yet sadly defective. 
Roman Catbolicism is the oldest form of Christian faith 
now existing, and it is decidedly the worst. Its services 
aro conducted very largely in a dead language. that not 
one in a hundred of its bearers understand. While the 
church itself does its best to stifle thought and shackle 
the human mind, keeping up superstitions and delusions 
that but for its great influence had long since been out- 
grown. Unitarianism and Universalism are two of the 
Youngest forms of Christian faith, and they are de- 
cidedly the best; their members are generally intel. 
ligent, and they seek to increase the intelligence of 
mankind; while their ideas of God and future life 
breathe a spirit of benevolence such as should be mani- 
fested by every religion. 

But these forms of religion cling to the Bible: their 
professors regard Jesus as a model for universal bu- 
manity, and find a warrant for their existence, not in a 
God that inspires the buman soul now, but in the record 
of that inspiration to other men thousands of years ago. 
Why should men cling to the ideas of Moses, when Jews 
more intelligent and more moral walk our streets every 
day ? Why should Jesus, the produet of Palestine, neatly 
nineteen centuries ago, be made the model for all men 
in our age, which far surpasses his in almost every 
respect? We have adandoned the old flail and the old 
plough; the day of spinning-wheels and tinder-boxes 
is over; the days of even gas are numbered; we are 
not satisfied with the scientifie books of eren a hundred 
years ago, and we can no longer worship at the shrine 
of dead gods, and be satisfied with religions made by 
semi-barbarians; for we are now establishing a religion 
as much superior to the old as a locomotive is to an 
ox-team, as a spinning frame is to a spinning jeuny. A 
new relgious era is dawning upon the world, the brightest 
that our planet has seen since the day when our mother 
Nature was ablo to say, I have made a man. 

Out of the demonstrated facts of spirit-existence and 
communion has grown, within forty years, a religion 
which, like the sun, bas visited all lands, melted the icy 
fetters of an old and barbarous theology, and has 
awakened millions of chilled souls to life and happiness 
in its glory beams ; and | er gad to present some of 
the features of this new religion, which, in my opinion, 
is destined to incorporate whatever is worthy iu all other 
religions into its own glorious temple, in which universal 
humanity shall meet and adore. ' : 

Modern Spiritualism began with the establishment of 
regular communication with the spirit-world. For ages 


men had red into the dark gulf that separates us 
from the land of souls, but with streaming eyes were 
compelled t9 confess that there was nothing to be seen; 
over it lay the dark shadow of death. A few, a favoured 


few, declared that they had caught glimpses of a realm 
beyond ; they had seen the toos of ite evergreen moun- 
tains, and faint echoes of the songs of the blest had 
fallen upon their ears ; but when others stood upon the 
same spot, and looked and listened, naught was to be 
seen but the darkest of clouds, nothing to be heard but 
the beating of their doubting hearts. 

On the other side millions of attempts had been made 
to span with a bridge tho gulf that lay between heaven 
and earth, bat the earthly end of it for the want of 
intelligent labourers could never be finished. A few 
years ago the work was done, the key-stone was placed, 
and since then hosts of the celestials have crossed, and 
brought to us es of love from the departed that 
have dispelled the gloom of death, cheered the mourner, 
and o windows which have admitted sunshine to 
millions of darkened souls. Their ministrations have 
established a religion which bas already millions of 
believers, among wbom are some of the most intellectual 
and moral people that our planet bas produced, with 
their members daily increasing; and it bas already pro- 
duced a greater revolution in theology than was ever 
before produced in tbe same space of time. = 

The religion thus established is the most original of 


all religions. We find a large portion of Judaism in the 
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mythology of the Phænicians and the Babylonians ; its 
Jehovah is but the sun-god of previous Canaanitish 
tribes ; its “ I am that I am" is the Nuk-Pa-Nuk, I am 
what I am, found in the Book of the Dead deposited in 
the Egyptian tombs more than a thousand years before 
Moses was born. Its erae, on was nearly all in the 
mouths of the Egyptians hundreds of years before the 
Israelites had being, and its rite of circumcision was 
common in Egypt in the fourth dynasty, and was there- 
fore in use pad of years before it was accepted 
and perpetuated ri the Jews 

Obristianity is the child of Judaism, and has many of 
the distinctive features of its parents. Jehovah is the 
God of Jesus, as He was the God of Moses and Joshua; 
the holy day of Christianity is only a poor copy of the 
Jewish Sabbath ; the vicarious atonement, the old Jewish 
sacrifice in a novel form, while it endorses and per- 
petuates many of the absurdities of the religion that 
went before it and gave it birth. Mohamedanism has 
scarcely an original element in ite composition ; it is a 
mixture of Paganism, Christianity, and Judaism, blended 
by the genius of Mohamed into a ne that has com- 
manded the faith, first and last, of thousands of millions 
of souls, Mormonism accepts the follies of Judaism 
and Christianity, and only adds to them greater follies 
of ite own. 

All the forms of religion that have sprung up in the 
Christian world within the last eighteen hnndred years 
have been but modifications of Christianity or pre. 
existing Pune they have been branches of the old 
tree, and fed by its sap. Roman Catholicism is old 
Roman Paganism, with a thin veneer of Christianity. 
Its Virgin Mary, the mother of God, is but the old 
Isis, born in Pgypt and adopted by Rome; and she 
holds the infant Jesus in Roman churches to-day, as Isis 
held the infant Horus in the Egyptian temples thou- 
sunds of years before Jesus was born. The supreme 
pontiff, the pope, is but the mM maximus, or chief 
of the old Pagan priests which ruled in matters religious 
in Rome hundreds of years before the keys of heaven 
and hell were placed in the hands of the swearing 
Galilean fisherman. Episcopalianism is Roman Catho- 
licism stripped of some of its Pagan vestments, and 
adapted to the tastes of the English people. Methodism 
is Kpiscopalianism popularised, and Universalism is 
“ Methodism with its hell left out.” 

But Spiritualism is a religion that, for the first time 
in eighteen hundred years at least, is original, that is, 
not à sprout from some dying tree. It bows before 
“ Jehovah's awful throne" no more than it does before 
that of Ms gad Olympus; it accepts of Jesus as a 
Saviour and final judge no more than it does Osiris, the 

tian saviour and judge; it has no more faith in the 
Christian hell than it has in the Greek Tartarus ; its 
ven is neither Jewish nor Christian, but rational 
and natural. It sprinkles no babies, it dips no converts, 
it consecrates no priests, it believes in no devils, it 
preaches no hopeless hells, it has no sacred books nor 
sacred days, it teaches no Trinity and it finds no need of 
an Atonement ; it has severed completely its connection 
with the old, and started anew. 

To show you how radically distinct from the old its 
doctrine is, I present to you a communication profes- 
sedly from the spirit of Martha W. Allen, given at 
Utica, New York, through the mediumship of Carrie 
8. Twing :— 


- ^ I have tried so often to reach my friends, and if in 
some way this can be brought about and placed before 
Jefferson Allen, of Utica, N. Y., who is my father, I 
shall feel repaid for all the efforts I have made in that 
direction. 

Father! don't call me dead; mother and I watch the 
old home with never-failing interest, and even the 
beauties of heaven cannot wean us from the lonely- 
hearted in your hfe. — It was not hard to die, and mother 
was glad when I was freed from my old body. 

hat a change has come over me. I have the same 
kind of ed I had on earth, with the blemishes left off. 
It is tangible to me, yet to you there it would be li«ht 
as air. Í look on mountains high and covered with 
verdure, on rivers that seem like silver, on fields animate 
with animal life. Don’t start and say this cannot be; 


for what kind of a heaven would it be, all people, no 
birds, no creatures of any kind? I hear the song of 
birds, the laugh of the merry; and alas! I see some 
sad faces, because of life's worse than wasted hours; bat 
all tends upward toward a happiness without flaw, 
because we have learned to know ourselves. 

But no matter how much engaged, or how happy, 
there is always before us a way that we can look at our 
earth-friends and know their thoughts, and struggle for 
their good, 

Live there as long as you can; learn all you can in 
the physical, for that which cripples the body often 
cripples the mind; and when the young come over here, 
it is not a stepping into perfection, but to begin here 
where you left off there, thus taking step by step the 
journey of eternity, 

But I am satisfied, even though I came here young, 
for I can learn more readily here the truths that make 
the soul blessed. 

The angels around me will bring out more of the 
angel within me, and I shall grow up into a still more 
divine atmosphere. Oh father, oh dear ones all! waste 
no more time, but learn blessed truths,” 

Whence came such a common-sense, rational, natural 
view of heaven as this communication gives? Our 
mediums were nearly all educated in the schools of 
Christian orthodoxy; the heaven |in which they were 
taught to believe was the heaven of the Bible and of the 
religious sects around us; but the heaven that spirits 
through them reveal to us is as distinct from that as the 
story of creation in Genesis is from that of geology. 
In the heaven they describe there is no white-haired 
Son of Man, girt with a golden girdle, with eyes like a 
flame of fire, and feet like fine brass. The spirits who 
have communicated with us tell us of no seven spirits 
of God; they have seen no twenty-four elders in white 
raiment, with crowns of ps on their heads; no throne 
of God with six winged beasts full of eyes round about 
it, and seven lamps burning before it. 

How comes it that the heaven of Spiritualiam is so 
different from the heaven of orthodoxy? It arises from 
the same cause that the earth of science is so different 
from the earth of ancient faney. Before astronomy, 
geography, and geology were born, this was a strange 
world ; it had four corners, it rested upon pillars; above 
it was a firmament, and an ocean of water above that 
to supply the rain, which came down through windows. 
There was an ocean also under the earth, peopled with 
water monsters: dragons flew through the air, and gorgons 
of terrific aspect wandered over the earth; the basilisk 
slow men by a single glance of its eye, and the phonix 
rose triumphant from its ashes. There were races of 
men with one eye in the centre of the forehead, and 
others no larger than cranes, but furnished with tails 
like monkeys, 

All these are gone, for science has revealed the actual 
state of our planet, and the papia and beauty of 
nature have taken the place of the wild fancies bora of 
ignorance. Science has taken miracle out of the earth, 
Spiritualism has taken miracle out of heaven. The 
many-winged beasts are gone, the visible God and His 
radiant throne have departed; the cherubim and sera- 

him can no more be found than the phoenix and the 
Basilisk, Men, women, and children are there, with 
natural language that they learned on earth, and 
thoughts of the old home and the loved ones they left 
behind, are in their souls. 

Heaven has been rebuilt and refurnished within thirty 
years. Its inhabitants then walked through golden 
streets, in blood-washed garments, played on golden 
harps, and by way of variety, lobe. over the shini 
wall and watched the wretches who had been consign 
to the infernal pit, and then looked to the great white 
throne and sang hallelujah to God and the Lamb, who 
had redeemed them and admitted them to.a seat in his 

arlour of bliss. In Revelation we read that the 
eaveus departed as a scroll, when it is rolled together; 
so has departed the old heaven, and a new heaven has 
taken ita place. 
Not far away in some distant sphere, 
Are those we loved, bat around us here ; 
Not idly bowing before a throne 
With hearts as as Lydian stone ; 
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Not caring a tittle who may go 

To join the lost in the realms of woe ; 
But here to cherish, to love, to bless, 

To bind the heart in its sore distress ; 

To lift the load by the weary borne, 

And point dark souls to the coming morn, 

There is little satisfaction, however, in knowing that 
-our religion is original unless we also know that it is 
true. Here is another important respect in which 
Spiritualism surpasses all other forms of religion ; ita | 
foundation caa be verified. 

The foundation of Judaism is the law, said to have 
been given by Jehovah on Mount Sinai. What is the 
evidence of the truth of this foündation of Judaism ? 
The statement of an ancient document, written by we 
know not whom, and written we know not when. 

“But Moses and Aaron, Nadab, Abibu, and seventy 
elders saw the God of Israel" But all the evidence of 
this is the statement of that unknown writer. It is 
evident that Jesus did not believe the story, if he is 
correctly reported, for he declares, “ No man hath seen 
God at any time ;” nor did Paul believe it, for he also 
states, ^ No man hath seen Him, and no man can see 
Him." Who could believe any man who should come 


down from a mountain and say he had seen the God of 
Israel? If seventy-four ien, even, should say the 
saw Him, we Mw suppose they saw something whic! 
they believed to be the God of Israel, but not one intel. 
ligent man in ten thousand could believe they saw any 
such being; and what reason have we to think that men 
three thousand years ago saw the God of Israel, when 
the statement of an unknown writer is that alone by 
which it can be established ? 

There is no possibility of veritying it now. Men see 
nothing of the kind | ; they have seen nothing of 
the sort for thousands of years. If we could see the 
‘God of Israel on Mount Etna or Vesuvius, we might 
believe that He was seen on Mount Sinai, But the 
wore childish faith a man bas, and the less active his 
reason is, and the better Jew he makes; yes, and Chris- 
tian also, for Christianity can no more be verified than 
Judaism. 

Christianity depends upon the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead; but no man knows that he was dead 
before his supposed resurrection ; and if he was alive, 
with “ flesh e bones," after his crucifixion, we may be 
sure that the crucifixion did not extinguish life. We 
only have the conflicting accounts of two, or at the 
most three, who claim to have seen him after the resur- 
rection ; and if we accept one of these accounts, we are 
compelled to reject the others, for human ingenuity is 
unable to reconcile them. There is no verification of 
Christianity possible to-day, and if a man could present 
no better evidence for belief in the resurrection of an 
individual of the present time, everybody would laugh 
him to scorn. Our forefathers who first accepted Chris- 
tianity were neither scientific nor critical; and I do not 
believe that the person can be found who was scientific 
and generally intelligent, and who had arrived to man- 
hood without a belief in Christianity, who ever becam 
a believer in its supernatural claims. > 

Joseph Smith tells us that he received a revelation 


from an angel, on golden plates, which were seen by 
eleven persons, who have left us their testimony. But 
alas! they never sıw the angel, the golden plates have 
disappeared; no critic ever had a peep at them, and 

ormonism must be received on trust. Like Christi- 
tianity, it says, “ Blessed are they who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” X 

Spiritualism ie the only religion whose foundation 
can be verified. The first observers told their artless 
story— Spirits rapped, and we thus learned of their 
presence." Since then they have rapped millions of 
times, and countless multitudes ha\e received messa 
from them by; which they have been able to know that 
the spirits were their departed friends, and many are 

ill receiving them. Spirits have written and are 
writing, and many are the mes that I have received 
from them ; they have spoken and are still speaking ; 
they have materialised in human form, and they continue 
todo so; and are giving, in scores of ways, evidence 
of their existence and the interest they have in our 
welfare. * 
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„Spiritualism is a living religion ; it does not say spirits 

did exist and appear to men two thousand years ago, 
but they exist now; they make their presence known 
daily, hourly, not to a favoured few, who climb a moun- 
tain, and tell the crowd to beware of following them, 
but to millions, not disdaining the poorest and the 
vilest. Suppose the raps had come to the Fox family 
two hundred years ago, and to no one else. Suppose 
that after a short time they had never been [ése 
again, nor any other phenomena appeared that demon- 
strated the existence of Spiritual Gee where would 
Spiritualism have been to-day? Instead of havin, 
millions of believers, and they increasing daily, it would, 
if in existence at all, have been confined to a handful of 
obscure believers, who might have secretly cherished 
their faith, but could never have spread it among intel- 
ligent people. 
, Galileo saw the moons of Jupiter through his one 
inch telescope, the first time they were ever seen by 
mortal eye. Suppose that no one since, though search. 
ing the heavens with much better instruments, had 
been able to perceive them, would his statement with 
regard to them have been received as a scientific truth ? 
Science is based upon living fact, fact that can be 
verified by the observations and experiences ot the 
living, and the religion that will command the respect 
of intelligent people must resemble it in this respect. 

Spiritualism is a live religion, rapping, talking, 
writing, blood in its veins, light in ite eyes, because 
the soul is in its body ; growing, marching, con uering 
its foes, blessing its friends, and it is destined to become 
as universal as the race. 

Many years ago I sat at a table in Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, with the well-known medium, Dr. Slade, at 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the sun shinin, 
into the room. Upon the table lay a common schoo 
slate. I examined it and saw that it was clean; I then 
placed a small fragment of peacil under it, as it lay 
there and Slade and I drew back from the table, 
the slate being in full view. I soon heard the pencil 
writing upon the slate, and was ‘perfectly certain that 
no being in the body was touching it. When the 
sound of writing had ceased, raps were heard, and I 
then ‘turned over the slate, and found the following 
message written upon it. It was written the day after 
a camp-meeting at Walden Pond, to which it refers :— 

* My noble friend and brother, William Denton, — 
We all were present yesterday and enjoyed the great 
feast of seeing the gospel so well put forth and sustained 
by you; noble soule that dare come out and proclaim to 
the world the beauties of God. I cannot understand 
how the churches can abuse our heavenly father as they 
do, Can they love him? I should say no, for we can- 
not love one we live in fear of. God speed you my 
brother, and all that work for the spirit world. Ifthe 
churches hate you, the angels will bless you, Mrs. 
Slade is here; she joins me in what I have already 
said, Stand up for the right and you will come out of 
darkness into light. My best respects to your wife and 
all my friends.—I am as ever,—F. Smedly.” 

Elisha Smedley was an old friend of mine, who had 
died in Michigan, about three or four years previous to 
this time. It is not the kind of letter that a college- 
bred professor would have written, but it is such a 
letter as my friend, who was a plain farmer, "- be 
expected to write. There is a table of stone, infinitely 
more important to me than the tables of stone on 
which Jehovah is represented as writing on Sinai. 


When I attended the Spiritual camp-meeting at 
Cassadaga in New York three ie ago, Mr. Sour, a 
medium for various remarkable manifestations, was 
there. He took a double slate, which was handed 
around among an audience of about two hundred, to 
show that it was perfectly clean ; a fragment of pencil 
was placed between the two slates, which were then 
closed, and a piece of string tied around them. Mr. 
Sour then held the slate in one hand in the daylight in 
the presence of the audience, when those near him 
h the pencil writing, and when the slate was 
opened the following letter was found addressed to the 
friends present and signed H. H. Rouse. The brother 
ofthe spirit, Mr. Rouse, chief of police in Titusville, 
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Pennsylvania, was present at the meeting, and declared 
that t| iet was that of his brother, who had 
been dead for seven years. To show that Mr. Rouse 
was correct, I present an accurate representation of 
the brother's signature before his deatb, taken from a 
letter which was furnished me by Mr. Rouse, which 
his brother had written seven years before; and below 
it the signature to the letter on the slate. The close 
resemblance must be apparent to every one at a glance, 
and this can only be reasonably accounted for by 
accepting the explanation that the spirit was present aud 
wrote. 
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In the presence of such facts as these the dark 
curtain of death is pierced through and through with 


sunbeams. Death is an enemy only to those, and only 
to be dreaded by those who dare not or wiil not 
thoroughly investigate the Spiritual phenomena con- 


stantly taking place around them. be proud philo- 
sophers of Gallieo's time refused to look through hia 
telescope and see the moons of Jupiter, for they had 
already decided in their superior wisdom that Jupiter 
had no moons, and no other man could know what the: 
did not know. It was impious to discover what their 
superior wisdom had not enabled them to discern. And 
we need not travel far to discover just such philosophers 
to-day, who not only affirm that they have no evidence 
of future existence, but that no other man has; and 
with an arrogance worthy of bis infallibleness, the pope, 
they make their ignorance the boundary of every other 
man's knowledge. 

In contrast with such facts as I have presented, and 
hundreds of others that shine in my mental sky like 
suns. Christianity, eighteen hundred years off, fades to 
the glimmer of a glow-worm's lamp. It is evidence 
like this that makes Spiritualism a living religion. 
Judaism died with Moses, and was "buried in the 
valley over against Beth-peor.” All that exista to-day 
is merely the dried bones, rattled occasionally in the 
synagogue Christianity died with the men who first 
preached it, the only ones who could ever have known 
it to be true; the rest have only accepted their story 
at second or even at twentieth hand. There lies the 
cold corpse; true, it has been embalmed, and the 
doctors of divinity have exhausted all art in their 
attempts to galvanise it into life; they have assured us 
that is alive a thousand times, y that the mere touch 
of it will make any dead body alive; but there it lies, 
no mortal living ever saw light of its eye or heard a 
word out of its cold lips. e universalists have white- 
washed its sepulchre, the unitariana have decorated it 
with flowers, they bave dressed the corpse and made it 
look respectable; but, alas, it is stone dead, and the 
wise ones among them know it, and they console them- 
selves as they tell us everything else is equally dead. 
Speak for yourselves and your religion, gentlemen ; we 
have clasped the hands, we have heard the voices, we 
‘know the loved ones live who have gone before, 

For Judaism to be equal to Spiritualism, it should be 
able to say, " Come up with me into the mountain, and 
you shall see the rocky tablets, as I receive them from 

org e e cers’ €— am voice as he talks to 
me, see His glory. “For Christianity to be a livi 
z : it should be able i show us Jein, walking 
through our streets, laying bis hands on sick, an. 
recovering ; the hearses on our highways, 
to the I and sending them back, 
‘living men, to weeping wives and children, to praise the 


ELO. Mr Lind of M sid desi "Instead of 
this it has but the incredible story to tell, which be- 
‘comes less and lees credible as day after day removes it 


‘go much farther from its source. Y irit- 
slant clive, anl herein Hie tho secret of ie’ mighty 


power, and it will not die while there is a mourner's. 
tears to be dried or à wounded spirit to be healed 

It is the only religiom that does not depend upon an. 
individual. Judaism is Mosaism. Take out Moses, 
and down comes the whole fabric, from Melchisidek to 
Malachi. If Moses did not see Jehovah and receive the 
moral and ceremonial law from Him, as the pentateuch 
declares, then the whole religion based on this is either 
a fancy or a forgery. 

Christianity depends upon Jesus; take Him out and 
the sun is gone from the Christian's sky, leaving only a 
horrible night to close around bis terrified soul. The 
Christian sings— 

“Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
He whom I fixed my hopes upon." 


Had Jesus never lived Christianity bad never been ; and 
when he ceases to be regarded as the Messiah Chris- 
tianity will be no more. 

Mormonism depends upon Joseph Smith. If he 
lied about the golden plates, then, my brother, your 
latter-day church is as flimsy as a cobweb, and a breath 
of common sense would blow it away. Buddhism was 
founded by Gautama, who is called by his believers the 
Buddha, and Mohammedanism on Mohammed ; and if 
these men had never lived their respective religions had 
been forever unknown. 

Spiritualism differs from all these, as science differs 
from them. No science depends upon a man. If Coper- 
nicus, Galileo, and Herschell had never been born, 
astronomy, thongh not as for advanced as it is now, 
would still have been a magnificent science; its truths 
were only waiting till men were sufficiently advanced 
to appreciate them. It is thus with Spiritualism ; if 
the Fishes and the Foxes had never heard the raps at 
Hydesville, Spiritualism would still have been religion, 
though not as fully developed as it is now, for mary of 
its phenomena had been manifested for thousands of 
years, and the religion, which had been in the bud, was 
just ready to burst into bloom when the Hydesville 
manifestations took place. Before Copernicus was born, 
before telescopes were invented or Kepler had dis- 
covered the laws that go by his name, the earth had 
revolved, the planets had run their solar round, and the 
stars had drifted through the endless spaces. So before 
the first circle was formed, or the first medium known, 
spirits had existed for ages and communicated with 
human beings when conditions were favorable. Arti- 
ficial religions are man-made, de»end upon men for their 
establishment, and wi/] die when the aid of man is with- 
drawn. They are like balloons that float while the gas 
is in them, and look fair enough, but as soon as the gas 
oozes out they shrink, and when it is gono they are 
ar bags. How long would Methodism last if its 
church meetings were closed, class-meetings abolished, 
| "rnm discontinued, and its books destroyed ? 

ine tenths of it would disappear in a year. hat 
nature upholds grows like a tree by internal power; 
what is merely man-made, and lacks the sanction of 
fact, is like a flying feather, that can only be kept up 
by continual blowing; as soon as the breath ceases, 
down it comes. Spiritualism springs up spontaneously, 
and is forever kept up by facts that are constanly 
occurring, as trees are fed by the sap that courses 
through their veins. 

No man ever found Judaism, Christianity, and 
Mohammedanism where man bad not planted tbem. 
But we cau find Spiritualism in all ages, in all religions, 
and every country of the globe. The old Aryans, who 
were the "- of nearly all tho people of modern 
Europe, worshipped the spirits of tbeir ancestors. The 
old records of pt, Palestine, Arabia, and Indis, all 
bear witness to the existence of this religion at an early 
p in the history of mankind. e Americans 
‘ound it among the Indians of the western wild, the 
Spaniards discovered it in Mexico, the English in the 
South Sea Islands and New Zealand. We call it a new 


he 
p s, in fact it inspired him to build them, and the 
inese believed in it long before the days of Kung- 


mid 
Fu-Tse. 
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It is a scientific religion, and it is the only one. As 
the Christian religion advanced, in its - days, science 
and the love of science died out, till the dark ages over- 
spread Europe, western Asia, and north eastern Africa, 
like a starless night. Under its influence, Alexandria, 
that bad been a school of science and the home of philo- 
sophy, degenerated into an amphitheatre, where rival 
Christian sects struggled for power, alternately throwing 
and being thrown, the party in power ematisi 
and ers. rues the other, which only worked and waited 
for an opportunity to repay in the same manner. When 
the influence of genuine Christianity began to wane, 
science comm to revive, and its leading advocates 
to-day have outgrown, not only the Christian spirit, but 
every form of Christianity. 

It is the boast of Judaism and Christianity that they 
are supernatural; science can only deal with the 
natural and it bas no faith in the supernatural ; the 
supernatural to it is the unnatural. It i» not natural 
for men to see Jehovah on a mountain, for God to write 
commandments on slabs of stone, for a child to be born 
without a human father, or for a man to be raised to 
life after he has been dead two days. Nor is it natural 
fora man with well-developed and unperverted reason 
to believe such things ; hence it is almost impossible to 
«onvert a scientific or even an intelligent man to Christ- 
ianity. It is exceedingly rare for Christian mission- 
aries to convert an intelligent Buddhist, Parsee, or Con- 
fucian to Christianity, such a thing is almost unknown. 
Savages, like those of the South Sea Islands, can be 
readily induced to accept a religion whose marvellous 
stories are in harmony with their beliefs, and who have 
not iatelligéuce to discern their unnatural character. 

Spiritualism succeeds best among the most intelligent, 
and I think it may be truly said that no scientific man 
ever thoroughly investigated its claims without becoming 
satisfied of the genuineness of the phenomena that form 
its foundation ; and when these are accepted, the philo- 
sophy and religion of Spiritualism naturally follow. 
Robert Hare, professor of chemistry in the university of 
Pennsylvania, wrote thus of Spiritualism in 1853:— 
^] feel called upon as an act of duty to my fellow 
creatures to bring whatever influonce I possess to the 
attempt to stem the tide of popular madness, which in 
defiance of reason and science is fast setting in favor of 
th^ gross delusion called Spiritualism." This was before 
he had examined the phenomena Two years afterward, 
having carefully examined the facts in the meantime, he 

e an open advocate of Spiritualism, as he con- 
tinued to be till his death. In 1870 Mr. William 
Crookes, F.R.S., wrote: " The whole affair " (that is the 
so-called Spiritual phenomena) is “ a superstition . . . 
an pm omg trick—a delusion of the senses." This 
was before he had carefully investigated the matter. 
When he does this how different is bis opinion! He 
then writes “ Under the strictest test conditions, I have 
more than once had a solid, self-luminous, crystalline 
body placed in my band by a hand which did not belong 
to an n in the room." 3 

Al Russel Wallace, the world known naturalist, 
writes, “ vp to the time I first became acquainted with 
the facts of Spiritualism I was a confirmed philosophical 


scoptic. I was so thorough and confirmed a materialist 
that I would not at that time find a place in my mind 
for the conception of a Spiritual existence. Facts, 
EM are stubborn things. TR = a beat 
me; pelled me to accept t as fac! 
and led me to accept Spiritualism.” : 
, Cromwell F, Varley, F.R.S., the well-known electri- 
cian, informs us, " Twenty five years ago I was a bard- 
headed unbeliever.” er observing the fouudation 
facts of Spiritualism for years he was compelled to 
accept them, and he writes, “ That the phenomena occur 
there is overwhelming evidence, and it is now too late to 
their existence.” 


Spiritualism grows out of the nature of things and 
‘Was as certain to appear upon our pus when it was 
ripe enough, as was man himself Man lives after 
death, b he is essentially an undying spirit. We 
Teceive communications from Lae oe y the 
spirit, separated from the body, finds itself able to com- 
municate with those in the flesh, Thus for the first 
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time in the history of the world, man’s destiny becomes 
known to him, and he has a religion with a substantial 
foundation. 

It i» a religion that satisfies the great need of the 
human soul for assurance of future life. A dog cares 
nothing about to-morrow, and a savage very little about 
next week ; but, all men, above the grade of a savage, 
are interested in the question, shall [ in a hundred 
years be mud or man, mould to fatten a pumpkin, or 
a living, progressive soul? The materialist candidly 
tells us that the departed are like a shattered clock, a 
rotten log, a burnt-down house, yesterday's rainbow, 
and the flowers of last summer. Closed for ever are the 
lips of love ; the eyes of affection shall no more light up 
with smiles nor brim with tears. The man, the woman, 
the child are less than the meanest worm that crawls, 
and all the dead are dust. Christianity is superior to 
this, for it brings stars into a sky that was in black, 
and furnishes some at least with hope. We hear the 
ery, “ one world at a time,” but we are so constituted 
that we cannot avoid thinking of the next, even if we 
would. One day ata time is just as reasonable as one 
world at a time, but this is impossible to the intelligent. 
Do we expect eril to monev f it darkens like a cloud 
the sky of to-day ; the joy that we anticipato in the 
future glorifies the present, as the unrisen sun gilds 
the tops of the eastern hills Assure us of our future, 
and the future of our friends, and we will bear the ills 
of the present with the courage of martyrs. Their 
faith in the future made heroes of the early Christians, 
enabled them to sing in the dungeon, to bear the rack 
unmoved, and smile as they s with the burning pile 
around them. If faith has done this what will not 
knowledge accomplish ? 

Mary Jenkins is a widow, who has just lost her son 
William, twenty years of age. He was not vicious, he 
was not a member of any religious o jisation, be was 
never converted, but be was kind to his mother, whose 
affections were centred in him ; he was hor all. A fever 
seized him, the cold grave bas closed over all that was 
left, and she cannot be comforted. Her minister tells her 
to go to the Bible for comfort and to the Bible she 
and reads, “ Many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake.” “But how many" she asks herself ; 
“when will they awake? Will my boy awake there, 
and shali I awake, and shall I see and know him?" 
Where can she obtain the answer to these important 
questions? She turns to the New Testament, for the 
comfort that the Old is unable to give, and she reads, 
* Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.” “Ob, but 
my boy did not die in the Lord ; he cared nothing about 
the Lord; what yn is there for him?” Nhe reads 
again," The fearful, the unbelieving, and the abom. 
inable, and murderers and whore-mongers and sorcerers 
and idolaters and all liars eball have their in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone.” She knows 
that William was an unbeliever, he sometimes laughed 
at sacred things, he did not always speak the truth, he 
bad — born again, and ber fears say, " Alas, 
my Williaufhas his part in that lake that burns with 
fire and brimstone. He has gone to that pit where day 
never sheds a beam, whose only rains are the tears of 
the lost, and its only breezes their sighs and groans,” 
and her mother's love leads her to say, "I wish I was 
there to comfort him. Ob! shall I ever meet my boy ?” 

She hears of Emerson, the Concord philosopher; 
of his profound wisdom and his benevolent heart, and 


* | she resolves in the anguish of her soul to call upon him. 


She states her case: " Now, Mr. Emerson, is my boy 
alive, and shall we meet agaio.” “ Well,” says Mr. 
Emerson, “we have no absolute proof of immortality, 
but it is highly probable that your son exists, aud it is 
within the bounds of possibility that you may meet 

in." “Highly probable,” repeats the mourning 
mother, “within the bounds of possibility” rings in 
her ears as ske turns sadly and sorrowfully away. 

She reads Tyndal and Huxley and cer, who she 
is told, are suns in the philosophic nt of our 
age, but she fails to obtain from these suns one ray of 
immortal light. Their writings she finds to be spirit- 
uall: as dust and dark as Sadder, fearfully 
aile, no wiser, she looks for comfort somewhere 
else. 
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She has beard of hi especie but has always re^ 
it as something and valgar ; it was to her 

Nazareth, out of which no Lo thing could come. 
But at length she goes to n medium, a total stranger ; 
raps are heard upon the table, and they profess to come 
from the spirit of her son. She is told by the raps to 

lace a double slate upon the table and place between 
the slates a piece of slate pencil. She does so, and 
instantly hears the motion of the penci! on one of the 
alates, and on opening them she reads to her astonish- 
ment and delight, —“ Dear Mother,—Cheer up; I am 
with you, your William watches over you for 
We shall ‘meet again, Your loving son, WILLIAM 
Jenxrse.” E ne 

There it is, a fac simile of bis handwriting. Away 
go clouds of gloom ; jo chases sadness from her soul, 
and she blesses the el religion that has brought im- 
mortality to light, aud returned from the field forever 
victorious over e 

Sometimes mourners are comforted by our Christian 
brethren with the assurance that "Jesus rose trium. 
phant from the dead," Yos, but Jesus arose with flesh 
and blood and bones, and hence the tomb was empty 
when the women went to see it. But the tombs of our 
friende are not empty. No sound comes out of their 
stony lips, no angel proclaims that our friends are 
risen, no women run to proclaim the glad news, Our 
friends cannot rise as the gospels declare Jesus did. 
The resurrection of Jesus, could it be proved, can give 
us no assurance that our friends will rise. Mourners 
do draw consolation from the uncertainties of Chris. 
tianity, but it is in the new religion that fountains of 
comfort flow for every sorrowing soul. We know that 
our friends were never buried, hence they do not need 
to rise; they never went to sleep, and therefore need no 
trampet to awaken them; they never died, and they 
need no one to raise them from the dead, They never 
were as fully alive as when their friends mourned them 
as dead, but it was Spiritualism that convinced us of 
this. There is not a city or town, and scarcely a 
hamlet in any civilised country, into which our religion 
has not gone, pouring the balm of consolation into the 
mourner's heart by giving indisputable evidences of the 
presence of tho departed, At its touch the “ monster 

im " has been transformed into an angel of light, and 
zx gloomy portals of the tomb into the vestibule of 

ven. 


This religion found Robert Owen aud Prof. Hare 
disbelievers in all futuro existence, and this condition of 
mind, though far preferable to a belief in eternal 
torment, is a sad one ; life, to such, is a sail for a short 
time over stormy billows, a cold blast, a shudder, a gasp, 
tbe waves roll on and all is gone. So seemed life to 
Owen and Hare, but Spiritualism came to them and 
showed them that though the billows roll over us in 
death the essential man wails on over new seas, visits 
new continents, and gn endless life of continual progress 
is presented to him,’ Death never reaches the man ; we 
are the children of life, eternal life, and we bless the 
religion that haw revealed this to our souls 

It is a cheerful religion. Judaism, strange to say, is 
more cheerful than Christianity. It is just as ready to 
dance to the Lord as it is to sing to the Lord ; it sounds 
the timbrell and the harp, and makes the Judean hills 
echo to the joyous sounds that swell from Mount Zion, 
But Christianity is preeminently a gloomy religion. It 
puts the dancers in stocks and stifles mirth. It dooms 
most of mankind to endless woe; and how can a sympa- 

person smile while be thinks that every moment 
souls go down to the pit of misery from which thero is 
no escape? Who could laugh and smile, if he saw his 
dearest friends Mer. on the edge of a precipice with- 
out being aware of their danger? Mako that precipice 
the side of a bottomless pit, from which no soul can 
and who that know the danger of his friend 

would smile then? 


I know of no religion that inspires such melanchol 
hyma as Obratianity does Listen to thom 
A “This world is bat a show 
tad ; For man's illasion given.’ 
* Barth is a desert drear, 
Heaven is my home." 


“ No room for mirth or trifling here 
For wordly life or worldly fear 
If life so soon be past.” 


To the man who wrote such hymns, the world is a 
floating wreck, of which the devil is tbe captain, and the 
business of the Christian is to swim ashore, with faith 
in Jesus as a bladder to keep him up. 

Our religion destroys both the devil and death ; it 
fills tbe infernal pit, breaks down the adamantine wall 
of heaven, relieves Peter of his unpleasant office, and 
bids all souls enter, It says, " Take the black plumes 
from the hearse, and in their place put blooming flowers.” 
Rvery day is Easter, for souls are rising to the new life 
every moment, and our universal mother kisses them as 
they enter, aod says, "bless you darlings,” as she 
smilingly opens the dcor and welcomes them home, 
where there is rent for the weary, action for the vigorous, 
spiritual food for the hungry, knowledge for the igno- 
rant, and love and hope for all. 

It is a moral religion. I may be told that al! religions 
are imoral. Morality is not, however, absolutely essen. 
tial to religion, though it is essential to a perfect 
religion. Abraham's religion made him at heart a 
murderer; it made multitudes of Christians per- 
secutors and tormentors of their fellows, and it makes 
many living ones bigots. 

I know of no religion whose teachings give men a 
stronger incentive to right doing than Spiritualism, 
Judaism sends tho sine of the people off into the wilder- 
ness with the scape-goat, while Christianity sends the 
sins of its believers off with the scape-lamb. You may 
sin, and the penalty be borne by the innocent snfferer, 
You may sow hell for a lifetime—all but the last 
moment—and reap heaven for an eternity. It con- 
founda the distinctions between vice and virtue, when 
it teaches that faith removes the penalty of wrong-doing. 
After the sinner has been’ “washed in the blood," 
according to it, he i» the peer of the purest saint. Had 
Nero but known that Jesus died for sinners, and had 
he exercised saving faith in him, even when the Roman 
rowdies were thirating for his blood, he might have 
covered over his life of erime with a beautiful robe of 
Christ's righteousness, and taken his place with the 
purest and the best, 


Spiritualism teaches what science does, that nothing 
can be annihilated ; we can no more obliterate the con- 
sequences of our misdeeds than we can call back 
yesterday, We are what all our past has made us, and 
itis a» impossible for a man's sins to be blotted out 
as for him to start life again a new-born child, Our 
religion repeats that ancient scripture, “ whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap." The Spiritualist 
who is a liar, a thief, a licentious or intemperate person 
is so in direct contradiction to the legitimate influence 
of his faith ; and with its universal acceptance will come 
the righteousness that alone can satisfy the demands 
of the God that sits enthroned in every soul. It does not 
say, with orthodoxy, “Do not tarry till you are better.” 
It says “being better is just what is needed, and you 
cannot tarry for a better pups. " It does not say, "Jesus 
paid it all,” but it teaches that what we owe to nature 
we wust ourselves pay, and nothing can release us from 
the obligation. By proving to us that the eyes of our 
departed friends aro on us, it give us a strong incentive 
to right-doing, and, by rousing the highest faculties of 
our nature, it exalts the man within us, and enables us 
to subdue the animal desires, which so frequently lead 
captive the human soul. 


I do not place this before you as a perfect religion. 
Its foundation is divine, but dhe building is of necessity 
human, and partakes of human imperfections. The 
consequences of preceding ages of ignorance and super- 
stition cannot be removed in a few years. In the name 
of Spiritualism ignorant and unprincipled men and 
women have pi off, and are still passing off, second 
rate nonsense for sense and even sci professedly 
under the inspiration of the wisest and best who have 
dwelt among us. Swedenborg is made to talk trash, that 
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would have disgraced him when he was ten years of 
age; and Sir Isaac Newton repeats baby lessons in 
astronomy to admiring groups in all parta of the world. 
Franklio is a spiritual guide for thousands of believers 
jn various circles, who waste their time listening to 
ignorant mediums who rant in bis name. Theodore 
Parker lectures to thousands by the hour, through 
those professing to be his mouth-pieces, without utter- 
ing one sentence characteristic of bim, unless it has 
been borrowed from his books. 


Time is, however, fast correcting this. We are learn- 
ing that it is not so much who says it as what is said. 
The fly, though on Chimborazo, is as far from being a 
condor as ever, and nonsense, though spoken by a God, 
js no better than if it came from the lips of an idiot. 


Spiritualism is a free religion. Judaism put such a 
yoke upon ita believer that not a single Jew consents to 
wear it to-day Its burden of superstitious ceremonies 
crushed ner man to the earth that attempted to stand 
under it, and e son of Abraham to-day refuses to 
evon attempt to lift it Christianity promises freedom 
and rest, but it comes to us with suspicious looki 

vos in its hand, as it tells us to close our eyes ani 
fon. Ubey, and you are undone. It says in the 
eweetest of voices, " Come unto me all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." You are 
ready to obey, and rush to the arms of Jesus, which are 
ready to embrace you, but the voice adds," take my 
yoke upon you." Is thia the rest we are to receive, the 
rest that pute a yoke upon us? No, No, hands off! 
Yokes for slaves, freemen can never consent to wear 
them; we would not wear your yoke, though it were 
light as a feather, and a grasshopper would not find it a 
burden. “Ye are my servants,” says Jesus, “I am 
your Lord and master." We say to him, who made thee 
& master over us? The proud prerogative of man is to 
rule himself, and we would not give up‘ our birthright 
though a kingdom were the price of our bondage. In 
democratic America we have said to the King, "You 
may lay your sceptre down, you cannot be king over 
us, for we are all kings, and our laws are the embodiment 
of our will." So we say to this usurper, Jesus,“ We 
are all masters, and we cannot allow you to rule over 
us, for having arrived at man's estate, we are fully 
competent to do that for ourselves." 

The religion of orthodoxy is aristocratic ; its God is 
a great mogul, an absolute monarch, who demands the 
most abject submission of z soul; a medistor is 
necessary to approach him. efore him bows the 
multitude upon their knees, forever sounding his praises: 
his heaven is for his favorites, his prison, which is heil, 
is for all who will not submit to his authority. Spirit- 

ism is tic ; every man’s house is a cathedral 
and he a priest; his parlour is the holv of holies, and 
he can converse, if not with Moses and Elias, with 
— just as wise and intelligent. It breaks the 
shackles of priestcraft, it lifte up the slave of Jehovah 
and Jesus, sets him upon his feet, and reveals to him 
that he is also a man. No god worthy of reverence 
could ever desire men to be his slaves, and the redeemer 
who demands that we shall wear a yoke as the price of 
our liberty is only a slavebolder by another name. Th 
gospel that T present to you reveals the universal spirit, 
telf-existent, eternal, intelligent, our mother as much 
as our father; who is never angry, never disturbed, 
neither pleased by our flatteries nor troubled by our 
infinitely patient, sublimely calm, that out of 
the chaos of the past has brought the order aud beauty 
that we behold to-day, and is urging the planet and man 
9n daily to more and more glorious achievements. Tois 
* gospel preaches man the child of God, who needs no 


One to reconcile him to his father, any more than a | gen: 


mother needs some one to reconcile her to her babe, 
and when man receives this gospel he is nature's free- 
man, and he whom nature makes free is free indeed. 

It is destined to be a universal religion. [am aware 
how easy it is for men to mistake a part, and sometimes 
& very small part, for the whole, as the Marianne 

uders supposed, that their little island was the entire 
habitable globe. The Mormon fully oxpects the time 
to com» when all men will accept Joseph Smith as the 
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prophet of the Lord, and he sings loudly and fervently,—- 
" Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah, 
and ; 


Blessed to the lost dispensation; 
Kings shall extol him and nations revere.” 
That man was Juseph Smith; and the Mormo i 
that all men will be Smithites, as the orthedon tenet 
does that they will all be Christians. The Jew of old 
expected all mankind to bow at the footatool of Jehovah 
and acknowledge Moses as the chosen prophet of God. 
There is indeed no set of koow-nothings in the world, 
who have set up a calf to worship, but ex that the 
time will come when all the world will kneel with them 
in the dirt and adore it. But the narrowness, the one- 
sidedness, uoreasonableness, and utter unfitness for 
universal acceptance of the most popular religions of 
the day are manifest at an unprejudiced glance. 
Be be piee you ven — that Mobam- 
was the specially appoin ro of God, b 
whom his will was tandai to aaoh But d 
common sense man can ever accept of this fanatical 
camel driver as the miraculously appointed ambassador 
of the universal soul? 

You think, Jew, that yours is destined to become the 
universal religion; but, according to your law, all 
males were to appear before the God of Israel in the 

that he should choose, three times a year, at the 
east of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the 
feast of tabernacles; and since, as the Psalme inform 
us, he chose Mount Zion, all the men of the world must 
journey to Palestine three times a year. But even 
with our present facilities of travel, no soover would an 
Englishman or an Amorican arrive at home than he 
would commence to pack up for another pilgrimage, to 
appear before the Lord in Mount Zion. If the Jewish 
religion became universal, the crowd arouod Jerusalem 
would be so great that millions could never within 
ten miles of Mount Zion. To obey the sabbath law, 
which declares, “Thou shalt make no fire in thy 
habitation on the sabbath-day,” multitudes would be 
e»mpelled to lie in bed all day or freeze to death. Your 
religion, Oh Jew, is no more fit for universal humanity 
than a baby's clothes for a man of forty. You can 
water the world with a penny squirt, and dispense with 
the clouds, as easily as you can make your religion 
subserre the needs of the world. 

“But ours is the universal religion,” says the 
Christian ; “it breaks down the narrow ordinances and 
the childish rituals of the Jewish dispensation. There 
is now neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ Jesus, and 
we shall never rest till ev knee shall bow and everv 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." But to be 
a Christian we must believe that Jesas, an ignorant 
Galilean carpenter, was either God himself or the only 
begotten son of God, miraculously sent by him to be the 
Saviog of mankind, and that he was miraculously raised 
from Atho dead, But how is an intelligent man to 
receive any evidence of this? Our Christian neigh- 
bours say, “Come to Jesus,” but they do not pretend 
that we can really hear or see him and we can find no re- 
liable or consistent account of him. The more closely a 
thinker examines the stories of bis life, and the less faith 
he has in them. The more intelligence a man has, and the 
more likely he is to be damned for lack of faith in 
Christianity, and the leas intelligence, the more readily 
he can it the unreasonable and make bis salvation 
sure, This is the reason why nearly all scientific men 
are unbelievers in Christianity, though they were 
nearly all taught it in their infancy, and it is the 
reason why as science grows the influence of Christianity 
diminishes. : 

Your religion, Christian, belongs to the days of 

ii, fairies and giants, of griffins, qe mermaids 
and fiery dragons. The Hottentot or the man-oati 
Feejee Llander may receive it, but it is not for us, au 
can never be the religion of universal humanity. 

Our religion is reasonable, it can bear the searching 
glance of science with her fearless eyos, it satisfies the 
great needs of the soul. When a man goes to a Chris- 
tian chureh, he too often leaves his reason behind the 
door with his umbrella. “ Were I to reason on religion 
as I do on science," said Farraday, “ [ could never be a 
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Christian." Reason calls for knowledge, Christianity 
demands faith; Reason demands miracles now, if they 
were ever performed, Christianity demands acceptance of 
the dead past that can never be repeated, on pain of 
damnation. Spiritualism teaches that man is a spirit, 
and points to the living facts that demonstrate it ; it 
declares that the spirit separated from the body can 
and does communicate with those still in the body, and 
it presents an array of evidence in ite favor that is 
absolutely overwhelming. Kings, Queens, presidente, 
lawyers, doctors, scientists of all branches, clergymen, 
sceptics, old men of ninety, and babes that can but 
lisp, unite in testifying to the reality of spirit com- 
munion, and therefore to the probability of its universal 
acceptance. 

It harmonises with science, and rejoices in its vic” 
tories. Geology comes and reveals to us a past that 
seoms almost infinite. A fiery globe rolls under us, 
and we see streams of metal of varied colours flowing 
over a surface bright as the sun at noonday. Then a 
heaving crust, black as night, rising in bubbles here and 
there, and fiery torrente as they burst pouring out of 
them. Then life blossoming in radiate forms at the 
sea-bottom, advances to the fish, crawls in the reptile, 
flies in the bird, walks in the quadreped, and stands 
erect and thinks in the man, at first rude and brutal, 
low-browed and savage, but after hundreds of mil- 
leniums writing bibles and apeing the gods. 


Christiamty stands aghast at such a revelation. It 
is a Samson, holding the pillars of its temple within ite 
embrace, and that will soon topple it into a heap of 
ruins. 

How feels our religion in the pressure of these grand 
facts? It greets them, as the lark greets the morning. 
It gives us facts that link with these in the most 
perfect Banning, forming one grand chain uniting earth 
and heaveu. You show the past, it says to Geology, L 
show the present and the future. You tell of the pro. 
gress of the byegoue ages, I tell of the progress of th 
ages to come. 


* But," says an objector, "your religion cam never 
become universal, for it lacks the support of the respect" 
able.” And who pray are the respectable? Those who 
have managed by accident or by knavery to acquire 
more than their share of the world’s wealth, Save us 
from such rerpectability. Were it respectable it might 
be as superficial and heartless as episcopalianism, as 
dead as quakerism, and as fearful as presbyteriapism. 
The only respectability that is worthy of respect comes 
by right and truth, and with these on our side we shall 
win our way to earth's remotest bounds. 


Blessings on Spiritualism ; it came to us when we 
wore travelling in a land of darkness, peopled with 
devils, and other fearful monsters. Overhead were 
dense clouds charged with vengeance, muttering their 
thunders in odr ears. Now and then a radiant star 
beamed for/a moment, and then the darkness rolled 
over blacker than before. But Spiritualism came like 
an angel of cheer; she took us by the hand, led us 
out of the valley of darkness, set us on the mountain, 
opened the gates of the day, and filled our souls with 
joy; the birds around us are singing, the streams are 
leaping, and the sunshine gilds with glory the universal 
landscape. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tue price of this journal is Sixpence per copy ; to an- 
nual ‘subscribers 5/, or a reduction of over sixteen per 
cent. conditional upon the Iubirea being paid in 
advance, The subscriptions for volume 13 (September, 
1882, to August, 1883) are now due, and subscribers 
are respectfully requested to forward same without 
delay. We supply you the paper punctually on the 
day it is due, and hope that you will approximate to our 

lity in the matter of subscriptions, A green 
wrapper on your paper signifies that you owe for past 
volume. A yellow one, that your paper will be stopped 
if subscription is not paid. 


_-JOSEPH COOK IN BRISBANE. 


He has arrived, at last he is in our midst, the long. 
looked-for, the great man, the armour-clad defender, 
destroyer, and distorter of Christianity ; I mean Joseph 
of Boston, U.S.A., the forty-pounder, who had “ not an 
unoccupied nor an unengaged hour left open” to him 
in Australia. The clergy of Brisbane could not bear 
the idea of allowing such a great man to leave the 
colonies without coming to their bed Alas! infidelity 
is on the increase; “it casts a chill on everything we 
do,” said one of them at a meeting convened to consider 
his terms ; they must secure him at any price to stem 
the tide of infidelity fast gaining ground in Brisbane. 
They sent for his terms—the repy was £40 per lecture 
and expenses; rather expensive, but money no object. 
They telegraphed back “ accepted," and Mr. Cook came 
on—to save souls for the good of Christianity, for the 
glory of God, and the good of his fellow creatures; of 
course the £200 for five lectures was a second consi. 
deration, a mere matter of form. He bas come; he will 
go; so will the £200. 

Is it true that Christianity (so called) is in such a 
dangerous condition that it requires a prop, a profes- 
sional lecturer, at an expense of £40 per night? Christ 
did not send a letter a head to the next town, asking a 
guarantee of £40 per night before he would preach to 
the people. No; he said, "Take nothing for your 
journey; provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass ic 
your purses; freely ye have received, freely give." It 
would be well to revise those passage in the New Testa- 
ment ns soon as possible, and substitute : " Take nothing 
for your journey, but before passing on to the next 
town, in all cases receive a guarantee of nof less than 
£40 per lecture and expenses ; thus providing for your- 
self gold and silver in abundance, As freely as ye 
receive, so freely givo." 

If Joseph Cook and others like him were truly in 
earnest, and thought thoir fellow creatures were really 
going into ‘everlasting dinnation, they would strive to 
rescue thém, as Jesus did, without money, for the love 
of mankind, and not stand ‘by and see them damned if 
they didnot dub up £10 per night. 

Verily, if fui was now on the earth he would have 
considerable trouble to find his true followers. Joseph 
Cook, kis champion, would be a long way behind, and 
Christ would find himself classed among bom. “ notori- 
ously connected with schemes for the propagation of 
immorality,” and one of the “prominent” ones, who 
“ have been sent to gaol ” for disseminating truth. 

A small pamphlet has been published for gratuitous 
distribution illustrating the side he does not speak 
about, and that the public do not read about only in 
fifth-rate journals. It is headed “ Joseph Cook; Re- 
ports and Criticisms, et ig ewe selection (comple- 
mentary to Reports and Criticism issued by the com- 
mittee). Five thousand copies are now being distributed 
frati their cost being defrayed by a few gentlemen. 

his will aet as an antidote, and throw off some of the 
superfluous glory. This pamphlet he will doubtless class 
among the “infamous publications” circulated for the 
benefit of the “ loafer classes of the community"—larri- 
kins, hoodlums, &c. 

Ah, well, we know another publication that Joseph 
talks about as the “ word of God.” parts of which are far 
too infamous for man to be the author of in this age, 
much less God. It is said, " Render, therefore, unto 
Cæsar the things which are Cæsar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's." Joseph Cook might do this a 
little more. Teura is God's word, Cod cannot lie. 


. GÉO. SMITH. 


Mz. Miner Srernen is still continuing bis public 
healings, at the Horticultural Hall, and meeting with 
good success, We have seen testimonials sent to bim 

y grateful patients whom he has cured of moon-blind- 
ness and cancer. Miss Jones, whose deposition was 
published in a previous issue, has attended some of 
those public healings and proved the possession of her 
sl y pointing out colours and objecte, also reading 
letters, 
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‘Ga Correspondents. 


Teve Brve.—We cannot extend the controversy 
further. Although we give four extra pages we have 
still several articles awaiting publication. Your paper 
is an able one, but as neither proposition is demonstrable 
the controversy might be interminable. 

EwquinER.— We do not publish anonymous correa- 

ndence. Cireles such as you speak of would be of 
ittle service to give conviction unless test mediums 
were available and they are very rare. 


CONTEMPORARY NOTES. 


SrmurrvALISM must not forget that it is the new born 
child of historical development. It must not be un- 
pua to the faiths upon which our ancestors fed, and 
rom which they derived their vital power in times of 

sore need. The heir of the just entering into his 

estate must have no sneer for the forms of thinkin, 
that were so dear to those who have toiled, bled, at 
died for his enrichment. Every blunder made in the 
has saved us from shame; e agony endured 
eg for ue a heaven of bliss. e great end of 
Bpiritualism should be how best to utilise, reform, and 
enlarge existing systems. Woe to him who in its name 
treads aa ie Alaric the Goth, blasting the 
und whereon he moves! The Spiritualist is not an 
‘conoclast, but a Builder. His mission is to destroy— 
by enlargement and re-construction. Its tone of 
on must swell with the sweet volume of love, 

not that of denunciation.— Light. 


He who with many powers of indi 
can be provoked and yot restrain hi and forgive, is 
wwe, eps the spiritual hero. So let not the 
bearers of false witness and the unblushing distributors 
of gross insults imagine that the objects of their 
assaults are use they are silent ; it is for that 

uli weak because th ilent ; it ia f. 
very reason that they are strong.— Banner of Light. 


ation in him, 


One of the most hopeful and cheering signs ot the 
times in connection with Spiritualism i. e dane 

wing ear more rent, to bring our facts 
S wtp ote hy to the tr nal of sober common 
sense, It is being recognised that the only attitudo 
towards the subject capable of standing the test of time 
is one on which shrewd discrimination and sound 
judgment are brought to bear. Facts must be keenly 
sifted, and a cool unbiased judgment exercised in dealin 
with the theories which they seem to suggest, Spiritual 
phenomena have not stood their ground by being offered 
up on the shrine of credulity and superstition, but only 
eo far as their basis was established by a stern and 
rigid conformity to the dictates of reason, and an un- 
flinching io of purpose shewn on the part of 
those who sought them. Just in the ratio that 
Spiritualists have adopted these methods has the move- 
ment gained ground, and become acceptable to earnest 
sookers after truth. The progress has been slow; 
at one time scarcel CY at others pond 
retrograde ; nevertheless, it been sure. opting 
this method, marvels and wonders may become con- 
apicious only by their absence; the worthies of the past 
may no more return to spout their bad grammar and 
Worse sense; but we shall at least have the genuine 
satisfaction of knowing that the facts we are able to 
present to the world are.so many solid and reliable 
Additions to the science which deals with man as a 
spiritual being, with the existence of spiritual world, 
and with the duality and continuity of life.—John S. 
Farmer, editor Psychological Review 


We learn from Light that Miss Wood, the medium 
for spirit materialization who was said to here 4= 
"exposed" a few years is now giving séances 
members of "the daten] “Aseosiation of Spiritualiste, 
London, of an eminently satisfactory character. 


2328 


The Herald of Progress claims to be the “ exponent 
of the phenomena of Spiritual Gifts, in proof of the 
reality oí life after physical death, and the fact of 
Ministering Spirits sent forth to guide those who put 
their trust in the Lord God Almighty." Have we not 
here more narrowness, more limitation of the workings 
of the Infinite Spirit? Are ministering spirit sent 
forth to guide those alone who put their trust in the 
“Lord God Almighty?" They that are whole need not 
a physician, but they that are sick. 


Paorrzssos Huxley, 
“If William Harve 

in the high sense of 
deal of 


writing of William Harvey, says:— 
bad been a dishonest man—I mean 
the word—a man who failed in the 
jonesty—he would have believed what it wae 
easiest to believe—that which be received on the 
authority of his predecessors. He would not have felt 
that hia highest duty was to know of his own knowledge 
that that which he said he believed was true, and we 
should never have had those investigations, pursued 

h good report and evil report, which ended in 
discoveries so fraught with magnificent results for science 
and for man." Are not we Spiritualists doing as 
Harvey did? 
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Works on Mesmerism, Psychology, 


Clairvoyance, & Magnetic Healing, 
ON SALE BY 


W. H TERRY, 


84 RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE. 
* Animal Magnetism. By Professor Gregory, late of the Edin- 
“burgh University, 
* Temporarily out of print, a new edition expected shortly. 
A series of highly interesting personal experimenta with 
various subjects, covering a wide range of phenomena. 7s, 6d. 
Animal Magnetism, Practical Instructions in; by J. P. Deleuze. 
inute instructions and suggestions, relating both 
lication of magnetism to the 
cure of disease ; means of developing the magnetic faculty in 
one's self ; methods of avoiding inconveniences and dangers ; 
notes by the translator ; and letters from eminent physicians 
descriptive of im; canes, 1 
P Iphe Didier. 


vule ; by > 
nteresting personal experiences of the writer, a clair- 
voyant, 6d. 
ANCE ; 


cass, peculiar 


Is, 34. 


Sd. 
Diseases of the Brain and Nerves, By A. J. Davis, 

Developes the origin and phi hy of Mania, Insanity, 
and Crime, with full directions for their treatment and cure ; 
contains accounts of singular cases of mental disturbance, and 
glossary of terms. 7s, ôd. 

Divine Law of Cure. By W. F, Evans. 

A treatise, the result of six years’ careful research, indicating 
methods of utilising the power of min over disease, and the 
subtle forces of the universe which cau be made beneficial to 
humanity. Ts. Gal. 

Electric Physician. Wy E. H. Britten. 

A plain guide to the use of the Electro-magnetic battery, 

with directions for treating all forms of disease. 1s. 
Elements of Psychology ; by Victor Cousin, 

A critical examination of Locke's Essay on the Human 
Understanding. Treats of the origin nnd nature of Ideas, the 
theories of Freedom, of the Nature of the Soul, and of the 

"be Philosoph: of Charm phn 

ion, or t į y ing, illustrating the prin- 

ciples of life in connection with Spirit and Matter, By John 
B. Newman, M.D, Illustrated. 

Treats of the power of charming in men and animals, 
fascination among the ancients, double life of man, spiritual 
states, stages in ering, ep and somnambulism. 6s, 3d. 

Healing by Laying on of Hands ; by Dr. Mack. 
he work of n practical magnetiser, including reconls 
cures effected. 
How to Magnetise ; by J. Victor Wilson. 

A tical treatise on the choice, ma! ent, and 

enpabilities of Subjects, with instructions on the method of 


edure, 1s. 3d. 
Handbook of Mesmerísm ; by Thomas Buckland. 
x practical little work on phenomenal and curative mag- 
netism, 1s. 3d. 
Library of Mesmerism and Psychology, comprising Philosophy of 
Dn gea, de Fascination. The 
Macrocosm, and Science Soul. ishbough, Newman, 
Dods, and eae, x d 
A very complete work, n ion of which is devoted to the 
cosmology forces of doma i thie’ in ‘relation to 
a physiological account of 
the n E iater many Ípteresting records of mental pheno- 
mena, experimenta ín perch and mesmerism, and Len 
17s. 6d. 
Is. 


of 
ds. 


during many years’ ex- 
y ot yy e 


person of ordinary intelligence to be his own 


xe vo EET 
nature ind, its relation to the 

its various departments, the doctrine of degrees, the 

bedy, influx, emanations of mind, influence of the 


stomach upon mind, of life, with 
€ |, mystery e, special application 


Bethesda. 
An account of the life and labors of Dr. J. R, Newton, 
Healer, with observations on the nature and source of the 


Mexmerism and Electrical Psychology. Dy Dr. John Bovee Dods, 
A series of pent and iastroctive lectares on the Philo- 

mre Spirale yo" 
Memoriam, 8 m,.Witeheraft, and Miracle; by Allen 
nam. 


A treatise aiming at exhibiting the correct relations between 

them. Is, 6d, 

Monograph on Sleep and Dreams. By E. Cox, Esq. Serjeant-at- 
w. 


A carfully written treatise on these interesting bat abstruse 

subjects by an exact and trained thinker and observer 3s, Gd, 
Province of Paychology ; by the same. 

An inaugural address before the Psychological Society of 
Great Britain, treating of matter, mind, and intelligence, and 
Dake e y see MM zene of the materialistic and other 
sc of thought. 1s, S, 

Psychology, as Founded on the Facts of Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, 
AP eae be Tx Mueller, giving personal experi: 
A ure 2 er, ng jences, and 
deducing ii t conclusions therefrom. üd. 
Psychopathie Healing ; by Joseph Ashman, 
A practical healer's experiences and instructions, with 
as, 
Ps losophical Sciences, and their Assailants, 

A response by Professor Wallace, of England ; Professor 
Buchanan, of New York; Darius Lyman, of Washington ; 
and Epes Sargent of Boston, to the attacks of Dr. iter, 
of Eugeni; cud euis oh Jaroa sienas 24. Gd, 
Statuvolence, or Artificial nambalism ; 


Commissioners ; by Dr. W. B, Fi Ta, fol, 

Six Lectures on Mesmerism amd Clairvoyance ; by Dr, Dods, 8d. 
Soul and Body ; by W. F. Evans. 

The Spiritual Science of Health and Disease, f, 


The Magnetic Mirror. P. B. Randolph. 
ctical Guide to those who aspire to Clairvoyance, 
Absolute, Original, and selected from various European and 


Seership ; 
A 


Asiatic adopts. 10s, 
The New Mola, By the same, 
The secret of Metiamship. *. 


Vital Magnetism. By Dr, Babbitt, 

The Magnetic Theory defended, and containing advice on 
the subjects of Food, Sleep, Clothing, Baths, Rules for Mag- 
netising, Rules for the Family, Courtship, and Marriage. 1s, 1 

Vital Magnetic Cure. By a Physician. 

Shows the Natural, Electric, Magnetic, and Spiritual Life 
forces that control the human organism, and their application 
to the cure of disease, mental and physical. A comprehen- 
sive exposition of the virtue of the magnetic force in indi- 
viduals, and the many modes ín which they act and interact 
in ordinary life. bs. 


OLD BOOKS, NOW OUT OF PRINT. 

Electrical Philosophy of Mental Impressions, a Philosophy of 
Sleep avd Consciousness, from the works of Doda and Grimes, 
Revised by Dario 1851. ds. 

Facts in Mesmeriem, with reasons for inquiry into it. By the Rev. 
[rang T Hare Townshend, With the testimonies of Doctors 
Foissac, Wild, and Filippi, Professor Agassiz and others, age. 
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Isis Revelata ; an Inquiry into the Origin, Progress, and roent 
state of Animal Magnetism; by J. C. Deita Es. 
Advocate, F.R.S.E. 1836. 2 vols. 25. 


Phreno-Magnet. 

Bound volume of an carly periodical devoted to the subject, 
containing the earlier experiments of Professor Buchanan awl 
many other investigators. Bs, 6d. 

Reichenbach's Researches on Magnetism, Electricity, Heat, Light, 
Crystallisation, ani Chemical Attraction, in thelr relations to 


the Vital Force. . 208, 
i ; or the Science of Soul, and the Phe- 


and 
Phsiciogienliy and. Jhilosophiesliy. vit noter ot Mesmerio 
iol al losop! » with notes leamenc 
Dod Paychical ex illustrated. By J. W. Hadilock, 


M.D. Ta. 6d, 
To Enquirers into Spiritualism. 


Axy Lerrens addressed to “Unitarian Minister,” 
Rockbampton, Queensland, by any Enquirers into 
Spiritualism, of either sex, will be gl received and 
answered without delay. The object of the Advertiser 
8 to spread everywhere a knowledge of Truth of the 
most vital importance to mankind, which wherever 
received cannot fail to make men and women in 
life than they have ever been in past ages. W! ore 
he - to receive correspondence from all of the 
es i Xa pepe - Australian Colonies, on 
sul —No Fee uired; a Postage Stamp may 
be voiced | for Reply, Aeg , 


Rockha: eenslan 
regc C 


N,B— Magnetic Healing for any part of Queensland. 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, OCTOBER 1, 


THE 
Rules of the Theosophical Society, 
TOGETHER WITH AN 
EXPLANATION OF ITS PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS, 
May be obtained from W. H. lenny, 84 Russell-street: 


NEW BOOKS AND NEW SUPPLIES RECENTLY 
RECEIVED. 


Chronicles of Spirit Photography ; by Miss G. Hough- 
ton; containing 54 illustrations of Spirit Photographs. 


12/. 

mulos of the Day: a Clever Satire on the Unsound 
Social Customs of the Time; by H. S. Constable. 6/ 

Is Life Worth Living ? Mallock.” 6/6 

"The Perfect Way: A System of Philosophy founded 
upon Intuition, comprehending the Complete Nature 
of Man and his Relation to the Physical and Spiritual 
Universe ; a large 8vo. volume, with 10 Illustrations, 
toned paper. 14/. 

The Light of Asia; Arnold. 2/6. 

Aulyes of Religious Belief; Viscount Amberley ; 
2 vols. 

The Scientific Basis of Religion; J. P. Hopps. 3/ 

The Perfect Way in Diet; Anna Kingsford, M.D. 2/6 

‘Clairvoyance; Dixon. 1/8 

Lavater's Complete Epitome of Physiognomy. 15/ 

Confessions of Rosseau. 6/6 

Science of Beauty; Forbes. 6/6 

Baldness: Its Cause and Cure. 8d. 

Ingersoll's Ghosts, Gd.; Gods, Sd. Humboldt, 3d. ; 

aine, 8d. Vol. of five Orations, neatly bound in 

limp cloth, 2/ 

Life: In Health and Disease correctly Defined ; by Dr. 

Wm. Porter. 5/ 

Allessandro di Cagliostro. 6, 

The a gi Principles of Science; Leon Hyne- 
man. 1 

Noture, the One and Only Deity; J, F. Clark. 9d. 

Orthodox Hash; Barlow. 6d. 

Spiritual Spheres: Four Lectures; by Cora L. V. 
Richmond, 9d. 

The Adventurers of Triptolemus Tub; new and cheap 
edition. 1/ 


W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET. 
ee Bede MIS Ue AS AREER vc da RN 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE FOLLOWING 


JOURNALS: 

Banner of Light,3d. —... M ^ 6 for 1/ 
Religio Philosophical Journal, 3d.  ... 6 for 1/ 
Miller's Psychometric Circular, 3d. ... 6 for 1/ 
Voice of Angels, 3d. s ci 6 for 1/ 
Light for All, 3d. 6 for 1/ 

edium, 2d. Sai ist 4 for 6d 
Herald of Progress, 13d. 5 for 6d. 
Light, 2d. Vel ai .. 4 for 6d 
Telephone, ld. ... oie 12 for 6d. 


Psychological Review, 6d. 
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